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D AND WISE SERVANT, WHOM HIS 


LORD HATH MADE RULER OVER HIS HOUSEHOLD, To CIVE THEM 
MEAT IN DUE SEASON 2 
: f ha l 
HIS LORD, WHEN uE COMET, SHALL FIND $0 DN, 


H O auguſt how ſolemn, is the ſcene before us! 


We are called together this day, to witneſs one of the 


$ &\&  » 


Jeruſalem. He is to, take the charge, not of the bodies, 


but the ſouls, the precious and immortal ſouls, of this 
people: And if any of them are loſt, thro' his negle& 
of duty, or bad conduct, their blood will God require 
at the watchman's hand, ſee Ezek. xxxiii. How aw- 


ſhould prove faithful in the diſcharge of the ſacred of- 
fice, and the people reject his meſſages of love, and 


will take no warning; he will clear his ſkirts, and their 
blood will be upon their own heads. —In this view of 


the gl ee relation which ſubſiſts between a min- 


iter and the people of his charge, may we not exclaim, 


1 5 


With the Wee Who js ſufficient for theſe 
things?” and in the language of our text, make the 
inquiry, „ Who is a faithful and wiſe ſervant,” in any 


good meaſure qualified to be made a ruler, over the 


* 
1 


houſehold of God, in ſuch awfully weighty circum- 
ſtances? © ? OO. EY 


Our 


BLESSED IS THAT SERVANT, WHOM 


wY * 
. 


fully ſolemn is the idea! But if, on the other hand, he 


Our text ſtands in connection with a ſerious and 
ſtriking deſęription of the ſecond coming of Chriſt to 
judgment the ſigns that ſhould pfecede—vetſe 29th, 
& eme after the tribulation of thoſe days, ſhall 
the ſun be darkened, and the moon ſhall not give her 
light, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, and the pow- 
ers of the heavens ſhall he ſhaken';” the great lights of 
heaven ſhall be extinguiſhed; the lars ſhall drop from 
their orbits; all nature ſhall be convulſed to the cen- 
tre: And then (ver. 30) ſhall appear, the ſign of the 
Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, with pow- 
er and great glory, wich all his illuſtrious train of at- 
tendants, archangels, cherubims, and ſeraphims; at 
this majeſtic and tremendous fight, all the tribes of 
wicked men ſhall mourn, with horror and deſpair :: But 
- the .righteous-ſhall rejoice and ſing, becauſe their re- 
demption draweth nigh. Ver. 37, He ſhall ſend his 
angels, with the great ſound of a trumpet, and ſhall, gay 
iber together all his Elec from the four winds, from 
every quarter of the globe; the ſleeping dead ſhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and come forth, and ſtand 
before his awful throne, and be judged, every man ac- 
cording to his works: the ſentence ſhall be pafſed— 
the wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; 
4 but the righteous into life eternal. How inconceive. 
2 bly folemn' the laſt ſcene, when the fates of men will 
| 


| © . be decided for an endleſs eternity! But, ver. 36, Chriſt 
* ſays, of that day and hour, when theſe great and alarm- 
1 ing events fhall take place, knoweth no man, no, not 
oF the angels of Heaven, but God only. In confideration 
3 of the total uncertainty of the time of his approach to 
| judgmem, Chriſt draws a very important inference, - 
n ver. 42, Watch, therefore, for ye know not what 
a hour your Lord doth come.“ And again, he adds, 
Vith the ſame ſolemn import, ver. 44, Therefore, be 
XY ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not, the 
5 — V.p))p)̃)“7)'7 Ü “' ̃ ũ —⁴'W7f!! ̃ fey 
4 | Under the impreſſiye belief of theſe things, with what 
. awful folicitude ſhould we, who are in the ſacred office 


—vith what ſerious concern ſhould the candidate, who 
| | is 


5 
a is about to take upon him the ſolemn charge — and with 
0 what; deep confideration ſhould; all the people, and ef- 
„ pecially thoſe of this church and congregation, loox 
1 forward to this great event, the coming of Chriſti. to. 
r reckon. with his ſervants, and ſee that all our condutt- 
— and tranſactions upon this momentous occaſion, be di- 


fd redted with an ulumate regard to his final approbation ! 
n Who chen is, a faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his 
- Tord bath made ruler over his houſehold, to give them 
meat in due ſeaſon? Bleſſed is that fervant, whom his 
= [I ord, at his coming, ſhall find fo doing: He ſhall 


bc” meet with the approving ſentence of his Lord, and be 
it advanced ta a higher grade of honour and happivels in 
F his heavenly kingdom: + Theſe words, in a more large 
it ſenſe, may be applied to all common chriſtians: They 
dS are, by profeſſion, the ſervants 'of ' Chriſt ; are under 
Is obligation to exerciſe wiſdom and fidelity, in diſcharg - 
Ly ing all;ſocial, relative, and religious duties; and it they 


mn are found ſo doing, they will receive the bleſſed enge 
of their Lord at laſt. But, in a more ſpecial and pro- 
d per ſenſe, they muſt be applied io the officers: of the 
„ cChurch, becauſe the character deſcribed is not only a 


— * A4fſervant, but a ruling ſervant: over the houſehold, that 

+ y iz; ing church, made ſo by tis Lord, that is, the Lord 

th | In further diſcourſing upon the ſubjeQz. I ſhall, by 

1 divine nſſiſtan de, roo; 1557 £21 IE . 

wp? I. 1nquire, who is the wiſe and faithful-ſervant?. 

ot II. What is the preciſe idea of his being made rul- 

n . eF aver the-houſgbold 2. d! ln nd Hh 

0 III. What is the nature and extent of his buſineſs 

e, in the houſeh old ol 505 1590 | 

at IV. The happineſs of verſevering fidelity. 

85 And then cloſe with the uſual addteſſes. | 

on 1. I am to inquire, who is the wiſe and faithful 

Ie ſervant; or what are the requiſite qualifications of one 
fit to be a goſpel miniſtern 

at 1. He mult have wiſdom; for thus ſays our text, 

: he muſt, be wiſe, The word: wiſdom ſometimes ſigni- 

10 ſies good natural abilities; a diſcerning and judicious. 


mind, 


2 2 — at Pa, — 4000 
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mind, capable of inveſtigating and judging properly of 
things. No wiſe maſter ouſt make choice of a fool, 
to be near his on perſon, and manage the important 
affairs of his houſehold: So we truſt, and it appears 
plain from our text, that Chriſt, the wiſe Maſter of the 
chriſtian family, does not; no, the buſineſs is too 
weighty, to truſt in the hands of an'ideot, or one very 
weak in mental faculties; he would demean his office, 
and bring ſcandal upon his employer, either by weak - 
}y* defending, or giving vp, the cauſe in which he was 
engaged. The ſervant in our text was wiſe, endued 
with natural wiſdom and ſagacity in ſome good meaſure” 
adequate to his bigh employment. The beſt truths, 
{as one obſerves) like the richeſt mines, lay deepeſt, 
and require ſtrength of mind, as well as grace, to in- 
veſtigate and explain them with propriety. Some may Fj 
objett to this, the paſſage of the apoſtle, that God hath 
choſen the fooliſh things of the world to confound the 
wiſe. ' We are not to underſtand by this, that the apoſ@ 
tes were men of weak hatural abilities. Whoever reads' _ 
their writings with proper attention, muſt be convinced 
to the contrary. The genuine meaning is, that they 
had not been trainęd up in ſhe ſchools of the heathen 
philoſophers; they were unacquainted with their ſci- 
ences ; they were not adorned with the trappings of their 
learning to ſet them off; and on this account they were 
ſtigmatized by the great men of the Gentile world, as 
fook—otherwiſe, they were utidoubtedly men of good 
natural talents :* So ought all to be who undertake the 
work of the miniſtry. A very weak man may be truly 
pious, and anſwer the purpoſe for which God made 
g him, in ſame of the lower ſpheres of life; but ſurely he 
cannot be a judieious ora profitable preacher, being 15 
deſtitute of one of the eſſential qualifications for the of- 
fice; nor ſhould I adviſe any people to ſettle ſuch a 
man, unleſs they deſign to meet with a diſappointment. 
2. The perſon truly qualified for the goſpel miniſ- ih 
try, muſt have not only natural but acquired wiſdom Rt 
or knowledge, otherwiſe it is- impoſſible he ſhould be 
equal to the arduous employment of opening, illuſtra. 
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Have a liberal education, to tread. all ahe aeg 
ral ſcience, and hayg the honours of ihe Upivetßty, 


| 7 
ing, a pd defending the-doftrines of chriſtianity. The 
apoſtle expreſsly.enters a caveat againſtia novice,-or an 
ignorant man, leſt being liſted up with pride, be fall 
into the conde mnation of ihe devil. Palpable igno- 


rance in a public teacher, ſhocks all common ſenſe; 


he Who undertakes to teach others, ought to know:him- 
ſelf ; the prieſt's lips ſhould keep knowledge: But bow 
mould he keep it, unleſs he has obtained it? The 
conſequence is plain; he ought to have a conſiderable 
fund of knowledge ueaſured up to deal out, as occa- 


Non requires; and our Saviour ſay s, chat a ſcribe; well 
| InſtruQted in the Kingdom of Heaven, brings out of 


his treaſure things new and old. I do not ſuppoſe, 
however, that it is abſolutely. neceſſary for a man to 
55 paths of natu- 
before he is capable of being a teaching ſervant in ihe 
houſehold of Chriſt : But my 1 te.Hhat he;qught 
to bave à conſiderable furniture of human knowledge, 
either publicly or privately obtained; a conſiderable 
acquaintance with men and ihings; with words and lan- 
guage, whereby he is able to ſpeak with-a.gogd degree 
of propriety and clearneſs to tbe underſlanding. of his 
hearers. Tt is certainly too great a ſttide, for men to 
go from the plough, or the loweſt mechanic buſineſs, 
to the pulpit, at a ſingle leap, with no education, or 
next to none—as many do in the preſent, day, to the 
reat damage of religion Such cannot be called wiſe, 
they do not underſland, nor as yet are prepared to per- 
form e e 
But ſome may object, that Chriſt called his twelve 
diſciples from iheir fiſhing boats, and ſent them out im- 
mediately to preach the goſpel. This is a grand miſtake 
—He called them from their fiſhing] boats, it is true; 
but his firſt care was, to qualify them for their great 
work: He therefore took them into his ſchool, and 
they were under his ſpecial inſtruction, both public and 
private, for {eyeral months, before he ſent them out at 
all; and then, they had a limited licence, only to the 
— | . | loſt 
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ecauſe they att a fooliſh part in undertaking that which 
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loſopher, mathematician, ſlate man, Kc. an 


fitable divine. 
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Joſt ſheep: of the houſe? of Iſract} 3 only for 4 port 
rime hey fdon returned, and continued with him 
the greater part, if not all ihe time, till his crucifixion; 
and after his reſurrection, they were with him forty 
days, attending on his lectures concerning the King- 
dom: So that from firſt to laſt, the "diſciples had the 
advantage of between three and four years ſchooling, 
under. the greateſt and be of Maſters, before they re- 
ceived their commiſſion in full, io preach the goſpel to 
every creature .So chat the example of Chriſt and His 
apoſttes, ipſtead of giving any eneduragemeptꝭ is whol- 


1y oppaſed to the praflice of i ignoraft men 's s undertak. 


Wgqye work of the miniſtry,* 27 2 12 


. N perſon muſt have the benieulür vildom of be. 
ing acquainted with divine things, before he is capable 
of teaching them. A wan may be a very good ſc 1555 
in other branches*of learning; he may be a great phi- 

Ld yet be a 
very poor miniſter. Knowledge; a clear and perſpic- 
uous knowledge, of the great abddel ts o 


is really neceſſary to form the ſteady, ſound, and” ro- 
The man who has never ſtudied divipi- 
ty thoroughly, who has only a ſuperficial acquaintance 
with his Bible, Will always be watefing and unſteady, 
lke'a'feather in the air, toſſed about with every wind 0 
doarine; ſometimes with one party, and ſometimes with 


| apolber ; to day he builds up what to- morrow he pulls 


down; now he is a Calvinift; and then he is an Armi- 
nian; no he is a Predeſtinarian, and preſently he is an 
Univerſaiiſt--Such a fickle, inconfiſtent character, 18 
not che wiſe ſervant in che text; nor is he fit to preach 
that goſpel, which is one unchangeable, conſiſtent, har- 
monſous ſyſlem of divine trutb. Quacks in law, or 
Phy: be, are bad; but PAY: in Vinny" are much worlſe. 


4. One p qualified to be a wider of Ms 
goſpel, muſt have prudence: * Wiſdom ſometimes ſig⸗ 
mites prudence and diſeretion in condut. Common 


knowledge teaches a man what is right and what is 1 
But 
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ending ſentiments of 
the Bible,well digeſted 5 a regulat ſyſfem in the mind, 
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But viſdom teaches a man how to do things duly, fit- 
ly, and conveniently, according to times, perſons, and 
circumſtances. This I call prudence, exceedingly ne- 
ceſſary for all men, eſpecially for a miniſter. No per- 
ſon, deſtitute of this, is fit for the office, let his other 
qualifications be what they will. There are certain pru- 
dentials in condutt, certain rules of decency and pro- 
priety, which muſt be carefully obſerved, in order to 
upport and continue the dignity, influence and uſeful- 
neſs of a miniſter. A careleſs negle& of theſe, will cer- 
tainly fink him into contempt If he puts on a ſupercil- 
jous air, a dogmatical authority, to diate on all occa- 
ſions, and to all perſons, without diſtintiion—or hov- 
ers himſelf up in a cynical moroſeneſs, and awful re- 
ſerve ; or if he deſcend to the oppolite extreme, to 
mix in all ſorts of company, at all hours, on all oeca- 
ſions, and uſes an unbounded levity of converſation 
he will ſoon, very ſoon, ſink in the eſteem of the ju- 
dicious, become the laughing ſtock of the profane, and 
be juſtly deſpiſed by every body. Prudence to. keep. 
the golden mean between theſe two extremes, is an ex- 
cellent qualification in a miniſter ; to know when. to 
ſpeak, and when to be ſilent; what company to keep, 
and what to avoid; what is decent and becoming bis 
8 character, and what not; and how to demean 
imſelf on all occaſfions—This is beautiful—this will 
recommend religion—this will add an ornament of 
grace, and a crown of glory, to his charatter. For 
want of this one thing, called wiſdom, or prudence, 
how many otherwiſe valuable men have been undone! 
how maoy otherwiſe good miniſtets have loſt their uſe- 
fulneſs, been diſmiſſed from their people, and ſent 
adrift into the world! A ſolemn warning to all, who 
ſtill retain their ſtanding and uſefulneſs, io take heed, 
leſt they fall after . example of imprudence 
May we all, in the ſacred office, take the counſel of our 
Lord and Maſter to his firſt miniſters, “ Be ye wiſe as 
{erpents,” This is that kind of prudence and diſcre- 


B 
A gain, 
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over the chriſtian houſehold, is not only wiſe in the 
above ſenſes, but he is faithful agreeably to another 
branch of our text. He mult be poſſeſſed of a faith. 
ful heart; by which I mean a holy and benevolent 


- Heart: Therefore he muſt be a new creature: For no 


man has by nature ſuch a heart. © We are,” ſays the 
apoſtle, © by nature children of wrath, even as others.” 
Miniſters are ſuch, and have need of a renovation of 
heart, of being reconciled to God, and brought into a 
ſtate of favour with the Prince of Heaven, before they 
are fit to become ambaffadors of peace, to treat with 
rebel men concerning their revolt, and perſuade them 
to return to their allegiance. No earthly king would 
fend his enemy to reduce rebels but one of his friends 
and favourites: So we believe the King of kings does 
not ſend an unreconeiled ſinner to treat with anrecon- 
ciled finners—but by his ſpirit and word, having re- 
newed and ſanflified, commiſſions and ſends all his true 
miniſlers; ſo that the perſon genuinely qualified for 
the miniſtry, is a real friend to Chriſt: He muſt feet 
the love of Chriſt, as the apoſtle ſays, powerfully mov- 


ing and ſweetly conſtraining him, to take upon him the 


ſacred office—This will be oil to the wheels in every 


duty—this will make tt his meat and drink to do the 


Vill and work of his Lord and Nafter—this will make 
him delight in his Bible, in his ſtudy, in the cloſet, in 
the pulpit, and in the company of the pious and devout. 
Religion is his element, his happineſs, his all; infideli- 
ty his greateſt torment fidelity his greateſt pleaſure. 
How eſſential then is the renewed, the benevolent heart, 
to move all the wheels of univerfal fidelity in the minif- 
terial work On the other hand, ſuppoſe a miniſter 
deftitute of this fundamental fpring—ſuppoſe he prefers 
the world, before his Lord and Maſter; plays and ro- 
mances, before his Bible ; the card table, before his 
cloſet ; the ball, before his ſtudy ; the tavern, before 
the pulpit; the company of rakes, before the pious con- 
verſation of the friend of the Redeemer—can ſuch a 
miniſter as this be a faithful ſervant in the houſehold 
| 2 N 


Again, the perſon who is qualified io be made a ruler 
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E laſt, meet with the 


of God 2 Can he do his duty to Chriſt, and the ſouls of 
men, while the preference of his heart is in ſomething 


elſe, and not in his work ?—No, my brethren, it is im- 


poſſible, - Faithfulneſs, as well as charity, begins at 
home. He who1s unfaithful to himſelf and his o. 
ſoul, cannot be faithful to the ſouls of others. - Duty 
muſt be done at home, or it cannot be done abroad. 
On the whole, it is neceſſary that a man ſhould have 
not only knowledge, but grace, or true love to God 
and man, in order to fidelity in the miniſterial office. 
Learning and knowledge are excellent hand- maids, but 


grace is the eſſential miſtreſs of the houſe. Our Sa- 
viour has taught us the neceſſity of ſupreme love to 


bimſelf, in order io be qualified to feed his ſheep: and 
lambs, John xxi.—Butthe great argument for an un- 
converted miniſtry, is, that Judas was one of the twelve 
apoſtles, and yet he was an unconverted man. Had 
Judas turned out well, the argument would be forcible 
io prove the poin. But the amazing criminalny of his 
conduct, and the tremendous exit he, finally made out 
of the world, well conſidered, would: be the ſtrongeſt 
reaſon againſt an unconverted man's entering the min- 
iſtry, knowing himſelf to be ſuch. No man in his 
ſenſes would willingly follow. Judas, leſt he ſhould, at 
Adi C 

I add, in the laſt place, that a faithful life and con- 
ver ſation, or a good moral character, is abſolutely ne- 
cellaty in one who is about to take upon him, or is al- 


ready in, the miniſtry. The vicious, thecintemperate, 


the unclean, the, profligate, have leaſt of all men a right 


to the facred office. Tho they may preach like an- 


gels; yet, if they live like devils, their preaching will 
be of no avail—Thbey will pull down faſter, by the un- 

ballowed hand of weekly fin, than the ſanctimonious 
phiz, and the crocadile tears of the pulpit, can build 
up. Such licentious miniſters do infinite. miſchief to 


5 B religion ; they area ſcandal to the gaſpel, to the clerical 
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order, and even to human nature itſelf ; They expoſe 

jhemlelves to the juſt and keen reproach of every ſin- 

ner phy ſician, heal thyſelf—thou that teacheſt anoth- 
= 0 cry 


12 


* 
er, leacheſt thou not thyſelf? thou that preackeſt a man 
ſhould not ſteal, doſt thou fteal ? thou that ſayeſt a man 
ſhould not commit .adukery, doſt thou commit adulte- 
ry ꝰ thou that ſayeſt a man ſhould not get drunk, art 
thou intemperate? thou that abhorreſt idols, doſt thou 


commit ſacrilege? thou that makeſt ihy boaſt of the 


law, thro“ breaking the law diſhonoureſt thou God 


And finally, fuch: public monſters of fin expoſe them- 
telves to the righteous: indignation. of Heaven ; and, 
without repentance, muſt have their portion with the 


beaſt and falſe; prophet—The loweſt place in hell will 


2alligned to wicked miniſters. This is a moſt alarm. 


: ing thought, that ought to quicken all, in the ſacred 


character, to great watchfulneſs againſt ſin, and to un- 
remitted diligence and fidelity in diſeharging the du- 
ties oftihe miniſtry; leſt. after they have. preached E 
others, they themſelves ſhould be caſt away. They 
ſhould happily unite the harmleſſneſs of the dove with 
the wiſdom of the ſerpent. It is abſolutely neceſſaty 
that public teachers ſhould pratliſe as well as preach; 

their lives ſhould be a daily comment upon their 
preaching. Example is more than precept; eſpecial- 
ly, the good example of miniſters will-do more to re. 
fotm the people, than all their pulpit diſcourſes. How- 
ever, neither will do well alone - good preaching and 


good living united, will exceedingly corroborate each 


other, and probably he attended with the anbien con- 
ſequences to both miniſters and people. 
II. We ſproceed to conſider, what is the reviſe 
idea of a perſon thus wiſe and faithful being made ruler 
over the houſehold ? Tbe church and pœople of God 


are here repreſented under the emblem of a houſehold, 


or family, eonſiſting of many members — This houſe- 


hold cannot be happy witheut order order cannot be 


effected without headſhip, or ſome degree of ſuperiority 
and ſubordination no ſociety, either civil or religious, 
can ſubfiſt without ſome head or leader, but muſt una- 
voidably fall into a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion. 


Chriſt is the Supreme Head of the chriſtian chureh; 


be could not be ever wich them in his bodily preſence, 
therefore 


\ 


> 
A 
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therefore we read, Eph. iv. that when he aſcended” 
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| | Rom 
high, and took his Jeave of his church, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gfts to men; gave ſome, apoſtles; 
fome, prophets ; ſome, evangeliſts; ſome, paſtors and 


teachers for the perfetting the faints, for the work of 


the miniftry, for the'edifying*the body of Chriſt ; ail 


— 


„e all come, in the unity of the faith, and the know. 


ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect than, unto the 


meaſure of the ſtature of the fullneſs of Chriſt ; that we 
henceforth be no more children, toſſed to ang fro, ant 
carried about with every wind of doktrine, by*the flight 


of men, and 'cunning craftineſs, [whereby "they lie in 


wait to deceive; but ſpeaking the truth in love, may 


grow up into bim, in all things, which is ebe Head, 


even Chriſt. We ſee by theſe paſſages, that the church 


is Chriſt's body; that he js himſelf alone the Supreme 


Head of this body; that it is not his will, that they ſhould 


be a confuſed, diforderly ſociety of men, but ſhould 
gether, as a compact 


be well regulated, and united toget 
body; that they ſhould not, in his abſenee, be left 
deſtitute of faithful guides, and fo” expoſed to be Jed 


aſtray by every wind of falſe doQrine, puffed out by 
falſe teachers, or rent into faftions and parties by the 


cunning craſtineſs and inſidious axts of impoſtors,where- 


by they lie in wait to deceive; and therefore he made 


proviſion for the preſervation of his church from theſe 
evils, and ſupplying ber with genuine inſtruction, by 
inſtituting a regular faithful miniſtry, giving gilis to men 
ſome extraordinary, ſuch as apoſtles, prophets, and 
evangeliſts, which have long ſince ceaſed others or- 
dinary, ſuch as paſtors and teachers, which were to be 
continued to the end of time, eee gr 

From the above illuſtration, we ſee, that an orderly 
miniſtry is an inſtitution of Chriſt: He has always made 
choice of, and qualified, men for this important pur- 


poſe. In the firſt ages, we read, that he had prophets 


and prieſts, to regulate the affairs of his houſehold, and 


7 5 inſtruct and warn his people: And in the days of his 


perſonal miniſtry, he made choice of ſome extraordi- 


raculous 


nary miniſters, endued them with ſupernatural. and mi- 
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| raculous giſis, and ſent them to preach the goſpel to all 


It conſiſts in his being ſtanding moderator in 
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nations; by a divine energy. attending their miniſtry, 
multitudes were converted to chriſtianity ; by them, ma- 
ny particular churches were incorporated; and by them, 
the beſt qualified perſons were choſen and ordained ag 
paſtors and teachers—nq doubt with the conſent and 
approbation of thoſe churches; for we are not to ſup- 
poſe, that even the apollles themſe]ves impoſed teach. 
ers upon a chriſtian ſociety againſt their will. The 
apoſtles gave commandment io theſe ordinary paſtors 
to ordaig other qualified men in all the churches; an 

ſo in this method a ſyccefive miniltry has been handed 
down in all ages of the church, 10 the preſent. Some 
have warmly contended for an uninterrupted ſucceſſion 
of regularly ordained miniſters from the apoſtles : But 
in ſuch great changes and revolutions as the church has 


_ paſſed through in eighteen hundred years, there is lit- 
tle reaſon to doubt but there has been ſome degree of 


irregularity in the ordination of ſome of her miniſters 


—But nevertheleſs, this does not mar the foundation; 


y 


it till remains firm, and the gates of hell cannot prevail 
againſt it. Chriſt has Sn to be with his miniſters 
alway, to the end of the world; Therefore he has en- 
gaped, that there ſhall be ſuch an orderly ſucceſſion ag 
he ſhall own and bleſs as long as time remains. 

The origin of the goſpel miniſtry is then infallibly 
from Chriſt ; and he, by his providence and grace, does 


_ qualify men for the office ; he inclines them to make 


choice of it, above all other employments; he inclines 
the hearts of a chyrch and people, to make choice of 
ſuch a particular man to he their paſtor—and- inclines 
his heart to accept their invitation; and it is by the mi- 


niſters of Chriſt, that he is ſet apart aud ordained to ihe 


ſacred office. This ſeems io be the preciſe idea of a 
wiſe and faithful ſervant's being made ruler, by Chriſt, 


over his houſehold. When regularly ordained, he is 


inveſted with ſome degree of power, by reaſon of which 
he may be called a ruler over the houſehold— This 
power is not compulſory, but directive and e 

the 


church; 


7 
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. regard to the honour of his Lord, and the 
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church ; to regulate ber meetings and votes; to lead in 
the exerciſe of her diſcipline, in examining and admit- 
ting new members with ker conſent, in dealing with de- 
linquents, in admonithing and finally excommunicating 


incorrigible offenders with her concurrence, or, upon 
their profeſſion of repentance to the ſatisfaction of the 


body, receiving them again into her communion. This 
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ſeems to be the amount of the miniſterial power, ac- 


cording to our Congregational platform, or indeed the 
Bible on which it is founded. He is not to legiſlate, 
or make any new laws; but only io moderate and aſſiſt 
the church, in carrying into execution the laws of Chriſt 
which he has made and left on record for the regula- 
tion and government of his houſehold. This direQive 
power, he is to exerciſe with great candor and tender- 
neſs, integrity and e GONE a ſupreme 

| eſt good of 
the body; as the apoſtle enjoins upon eccleſiaſtical el- 
ders, 1 Pet. v. Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the overſight thereof; not by conſtraint, 
but wives; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind 
—neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 
enſamples to the flock.” Agreeably to this, the candy- 
date for the miniſtry is to be a volunteer in taking oy; 
on him the overfight of the houſehold; he is to be in- 
fluenced, not by ſelfiſh motives, but pure benevolence; 
he is to rule, not by lording or domineering over the 
flock, but by a univerſally good example ; as a wiſe and 
faithful under ſnepherd, he is to lead them out and in; 
he is to go beſore them, in humility and condeſcenſion, 
in ſelf denial and mortification, in all ats of juſtice and 
mercy toward men, and in all ads of faith and devo- 
tion toward God. | 


III. I am to conſider the more ſpecial work of a 
miniſter in the houſchold.—-This we ate told is to give 


— 
rr \—__ . — 


them meat in due ſeaſon. He here ſeems to be repre- 


ſented under the emblem of a ſteward, in the parallel 
paſſage, Luke xii. 42, he is expreſsly called a ſteward, 
« Who then is that faithful and wiſe ſteward, whom his 
Lord,” & c.] ſhall, as briefly as poſſible, illuſtrate 

| F 


r 


* 
W a dee” "T9 


CHD SE 


2 Sa 
— 


rt. 


. . Rad cc. mY N * 
9 re e P 
. 2 # . 

„ » 


ia hed 


this metaphor. Stewards were ſometimes men of great 
note and conlideration,.in the families where they reſid. 
ed. Such was Eliezer in Abraham's family, and the 
ſteward of Joſeph's houſe. So are true miniſters of the 
golpel, men of great conſideration and importance in 
the houſehold of Chriſt: It is a dignified character, more 
truly honourable: than any other employment in the 
world. God had but one Son, and he made him a 
miniſter: All commiffioned and ſent hy bim, partake 
of ſome part of his honour, and ought to be highly eſ- 
teemed, not on perſonal accounts, but for their works 
ſake ;. as the apoſtle obſerves, + Let a man fo account 


of us as the miniſters of Chriſt ;” let him not overvalue, 
ſo as to idolize, nor undervalue ſo as to deſpiſe; but 


let him have a proper regard for us as the miniſters or 
honourary fervants of Chriſt, whom he hath accounted 
worthy to be put into the miniſtry. This conſideration 
may ſupport faithful preachers of the goſpel, under all 
the reproach and abuſe inflitted upon them by a gain» 
ſaying world, or by wild enthuſiaſts, that they are ho- 
nourable officers nnder the King of Heaven; and prov- 
ing faithful to this high truſt, be will vindicate their 
characters, and ſooner or later clear them of all unjuſt 


and malicious ſlanders, and make them ſhine as the ſun 


in the Kingdom of their Father. | 

2. The ſteward, out of his maſter's treaſures, was 
to ſupply his houſehold with meat for the body; ſo the 
goſpel miniſter, in like manner, out of the treaſures of 


Chriſt, his Lord and Maſter, is to ſupply his -houſe- 


hold with ſpiritual meat tnis is divine truth; the bleſſ- 
ed truths of the goſpel are the proper food of the ſoul, 
as well adapted for its inſtruction and comfort, as the 
beſt viands for the body The Bible is Chriſt's treaſure- 
hauſe; an inexhauſtible fund of excellent, ſubſtantial, 
and eternal truths: To this ſource the goſpel ſteward 
muſt continually reſort ; and by reading and meditation, 
by faith and prayer, draw out portions of inſpired truth 
for the entertainment of his audience He muſt prove, 
and illuſtrate, the being, perfedtions, decrees and go- 
verninent of God, as the foundation of all _— 5 
| 1 
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the putity, ſpirituality and extent of his law, as the beſt 
mean of conviction to the finner, and beſt rule of life 
to the ſaint; the univerſal apoſtacy of the human race, 
and total moral depravity of the human heart; the cha- 
rafter, offices, and all-ſufficiency of Chriſt, to ſave the 
chief of ſinners ; the nature and univerſality of the goſ- 
pel call; the nature and neceſſity of regeneration, and 
of ſpecial grace, to effect the change; the nature and 
neceſſity of repentance, faith, love, and new obedi- 
ence; the nature of juſtification by the righteouſneſs 


5 þ 


of Chriſt, of the adoption, ſanctification, and final per- 


ſeverance of all true 'belieyers ; the death and reſur- 
rection of the body; the univerſal judgment, and fu- 
ture ſtate of eternal rewards to the righteous, and ever- 


lating puniſhment to the wicked—Thgſe portions of 


8 fundamental truths, mult be difpenſed to the 


ouſehold in a clear, conſiſtent, powerful and practical | 


* 


manner, to regulate their faith, and reform their hearts 
and lives; and thus the preacher muſt manifeſt himſelf 
to the conſcience of every man; as a good ſteward of 
the divine myſteries. | . 

3. The ſteward was to be particularly careful, not 
to adulterate or mix poiſon with the food ſerved up to 
the family; if he was found guilty of ſuch murderous 
deſigns, he might juſtly expetc:o meet with the frowns 
of his maſter, and condign punifhment of his crime; 
So mult the goſpel ſteward be exceedingly cautious 
againſt adulterating or mixing the poiſon of error with 


the truths of divine revelation. Arſenic is not more 


fatal to the body, than ſome errors are to the ſoul; 
therefore they are called damnable hereſies, in Scrip- 
ture ; their tendency is toward, and they will certainly 
terminate in, endleſs miſery, unleſs prevented by the 


ſpecial antidote of ſovereign grace; and ifthe ſteward de- 


ſerves death inthe moſt horrid ſhape. whopoiſons his maſ- 
ter's family committed tohis care hat does that miniſ- 


ter deſerve, who, having warped off fromthetruths of the 


goſpel, privily brings in damnable hereſies, and poiſons 

bis own flock, the ſheep and lambs of Chriſt, of which 

he had taken the moſt ſolemn charge; to watch for their 
| .C | ſouls 
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ſuch a character, his judgment lingereth not, his dam- 
nation ſlumbereth not, and he will, without ſpeedy re- 


maſter's family, was to make proper diſtinctions; he 


hey muſt not therefore be given them they belong 


careleſs, the unawakened, or the profligate, let the 
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ſouls as one who muſt give account! Such an one 
may be the ſpiritual murderer of thouſands, and. de- 
ſerves a thouſand deaths; and as the apoſtle ſays of 


pentance, bring upon himſelf ſwift de{truftion—how 
ought the ſteward of Chriſt's houſehold to ſummon vp 
all his attention, to watch againſt errors in dottrine, as 
well as practice, and ſee to it that he diſpenſeth truth, 
and nothing but the truth, to the people of his charge ! 
Nay, he may preach the truth in moral, political, and 
hiſtorical lectures, and yet not be faithful; he muſt 
preach the very truths of the Bible, the moſt important 
and ſoul- ſaving truths, keeping nothing back through 
fear or flattery, but delivering the whole counſel of 
God. CRT has 


4. The fteward, in diſtributing food to his 


# 


was not to adminiſter the ſame portions to all; but was 
to give to every one that particular portion which be-. 
longed to them, according to their condition: So the 
Evangelical ſteward, in applying the truths of the goſ. © 
pel, ought to make diſtinttions; he ought to conſider, 
that his hearers are divided into ſeveral clafſes—that 
what is ſuitable for one, may not be for another; he 
muſt therefore make the diviſion, and ſkilfu]ly apply 
or give to each one the portion which properly belongs 
to his character. The ſkilful phyſician will vary his 
portions according to the different diſorders and ſtate 
of his patients: So will the ſkilful divine—The prom- 
iſes of the goſpel belong not to impenitent ſinners ; 


only to ſaints, to thoſe united to Chriſt by a living 
faith ; for in Chriſt all the promiſes of the goſpel are, 
yea, and in him amen: let them have this portion—it 
is their heritage, allotted them by their heavenly Father. 
Tne threatenings of the word, belong to unregenerate 
ſinners ; though not without ſome diſtinctions; to the 


thunders of Sinai, and the curſes of Ebal, be ſounded 
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ia their ears, to alarm and bring them to ſerious con- 
3 fideration of their fin and danger; to thoſe already 
ZZ awakened, and mourning for their ſins, let the trumpet 


of the goſpel ſound the glad tidings of peace and pardon 
Let not ſo as Q daub with untempered mortar, or 
heal the wounds ſIiFmity—let them be probed to the 


bottom, that they may become thorough chriſtians; to 
b bypocrites of all ſorts, let the great diſtinctions between 


portion of ſpiritual meat which belongs to them. 
And laſtly, he will endeavour to do it in due ſea- 


ſſon: That is, at all proper times; in private; in his 


family viſits and conferences; in public lectures, faſts, 
and thankſgivings; and the ſtated worſhip of the Sab- 
8 bath: His diſcourſes muſt be properly timed and pro- 
= perly ſuited to the occaſion ; he muſt ſeaſonably take 
notice of private and public judgments and 'mercies, 
and draw from them ſuch leſſons of inſtruttion as may 
ſerve to awaken and humble, or excite gratitude and 
praiſe in the members of Chriſt's houſehold. Thus 
x muſt the evangelical ſteward diſcharge duty in due ſea- 
ſon, by timing all his adminiftrations properly, and 
& wiſely adapting his ſubjeQs to every occaſion : Much 
ol his uſefulneſs depends on this; and let him not by 
any means neglett it; let him not put off preſent duty, 
XX through mere careleſſneſs or idleneſs, to what he im- 
+ agines a more convenient ſeaſon ; to-day is the accept- 
ed time; the preſent moment of opportunity the beſt— 
therefore tet nat the diſtributions proper to be made 
do. day, in the houſehold, be poſtponed; to-morrow 
may be too late with reſpe& to ſome—death may cut 
them off, and their caſe be fixed for eternity. Should 
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Do the temporal ſteward negle& to ſupply his maſter's fam. 


{2 ily for a week or month, would they not famiſh and 
die Would he not be very culpable in that caſe ?— 
—_ | And 
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And ſhould Chriſt's houſehold be neglected and for- 
ſaken of her ſtewards, would ſhe not be reduced to 
the ſame melancholy condition ? and; would not the 
ſtewards come under blame from their Lord and Maſ- 
ter ?—— What ſhall we then ſay of thoſe miniſters, 
who, notwithſtanding they have been made rulers over 


a a particular people by ſolemn ordination, yet neglett to 


viſit them and know the ſtate of their flock, or elſe 


leave them a great part of their time, and go, it may be, 


where they have no buſineſs? We cannot lay of them, 
that they are in their own houſehold, giving portions 
to every one in due ſeaſon. They muſt anſwer it to 


their Lord—Behold he cometh to'reckon with his ſer-. | 
vants! „ Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord, when 


he cometh, ſhall find ſo dfing”—ſhall find in bis work; 
doing the duties enjoined hy bis Maſter—perſevering 
in the ſame Ready courſe of miniſterial fidelity. 


IV. Here lays the happineſs—And if he ſhall come 


in the ſecond. or third watch, and find them ſo doing, 


bleſſed arethole ſervants ; they are bleſſed in their 
work : Virtue is {aid to be its own reward! Miniſterial 


fidelity is attended with ſerene peace. What ſublime 
pleaſure reſults from traverſing the fields of revelation, 


and gathering up the flowers of divine knowledge ! 


W hat heart- felt ſatisfaction in private and public devo- 


tion, and intimate communion with the Infinite Source 


of benevolence ! How agreeable the taſk of delivering 


| heavenly truth to an attentive and.teachable people! 


It is repreſented in our text under the idea of giving 


meat: And what can be more pleaſing to a benevolent 48 


mind, than giving meat to the hungry, clothes to the 
naked. water to the thirſty, cordials to the ſick? And 
what can be more. elevating to. the goſpel ſhepherd, 
than leading his flock into the green paſtures, and be- 


fide the ſtill, waters of God's holy inſtitutions ?—Thus 


the faithful miniſler enjoys a preſent happineſs in his 


work. This is one of the greateſt ſprings to p. erſever- 4 


ance. I love my work, and therefore I follow it.“ 


This is one of the beſt evidences of love to Chriſt, 'if | 


ve love his ſervice; and of love to ſouls, if we love to 
preach 


row, the 


— 
= 
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Again—The faithful miniſter, is bleſſed in the proſe 
pet of the coming of his Lord.: . Conſcious of. his in- 
tegrity, and of the ſingleneſs of his eye to the divine 

ry, he can with a placid countenance, an unwaver- 
ing faith, and elevated hope, look forward to the ap- 
proach of his Redeemer. Whether he come in, the 
chariot of the clouds, or the ſable vail of mortality, it 
is all one-—He ſhall go to be ever with the Lord. How 
does bleſſed Paul triumph in, this view For ine to 
live, is Chriſt; and to die, is gain: I have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, J have kept the 


faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a, crown, of 


righteouſnels, which, the. Lord the righteous. Judge {hal 
give me. at that day; and not to me. only, but. 10 all 
that love his appearing.” Therefore, at the coming of 
Chriſt, the happineſs of all faithful miniſters ſhall, de 
complete: Delivered from all darkneſs, fin, and. for: 

y, ſhall ſhine as, the, brightneſs of the firmament, 
and as the ſtars forever and ever. 


I fall cloſe with the.uſual addreſſes, 


My Brethren in the, Miniſtry, - st 
We are, by office, rulers in Chriſt's houſchold, Have 
we ruled in it, with all, that candour, and moderation, 
with all that wiſdom and prudence, which becomes the 
ſervants of the meek and lawly. Redeemer ?—We are, 
by office, ſtewards in the houſchold; Have we made 
it our great ſtudy and endeavour, to give io every one 
that portion of meat, which properly belonged to them, 
according to their character? Have, we done it in due 
ſeaſon ; pupctually attending duty, and, faithfully. diſ- 
charging it, in time, place, and manner, according, 
the beſt of our ability ?—If this be not the, caſe in 
ſome good meaſure, oh how unhappy. our lot l the 


moſt unhappy of all men But and if that evil: ſer. 


vant ſhall fay in his heart, My, Lord delayeih his com- 
ing; and ſhall begin to ſmite his fellgw-fervants, and to 
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eat and drink with the drunken; the Lord of that ſer- 
vant ſhall come in a day whep he looketh not for him, 
and in an hour that he is not aware of, and ſhall appoint 
him his portion with the Rypocrites; there ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. He that, through un- 
belief and flothfulneſs, would not give portions. in due 
ſeaſon to the houſehold of Chriſt, has his portion, at 
laſt, with hypocrites in hell.—Let all; in the holy office, 
take ſolemn warning from this awful example, and 
guard againſt ſenſuality and a perſecuting fpirit, which 
lead on to fatal apoſtacy and damnation. ——But if, on 
the other hand, we are faithful ' lewards of the divine 


myſteries, how honourable, how exalted the ſtation ! 


Let us then magnify our office, not by pride and oſ- 
tenation; or by affecting lordſhip over God's heritage; 
but my meekneſs and humility, by purity and know- 
ledge, by kindneſs and love, mixed with ſeraphic zeal 
for the honour of Chriſt, and promotion of his glorious 


1 1 


cauſe; in all things approving ourſelves as the true 


miniſters of God. And while on the one hand we 


behold the deſolations of Zion, the low ſtate of true 


religion in the United States, and through the world, 


in the hearts and lives of the generality of its profeſſors 
—and on the other ſee the exceeding prevalence of 
atheiſm, infidelity, enthuſiaſm, and alf forts of errors; 
and alſo, as a conſequence, the abounding of iniquity, 
vice, and immorality let us drop a tear, and heave a 
ſigh towards Heaven, as Ezekiel's mourners, for the 
abominations that are dote in the land: And if we have 


a ſpark of love for Chriſt, or the eternal good of periſh- 


ing ſouls, let us ariſe to our work and our warfare— 
let us ſtand in our lot, be valiant for the truth, be zez- 
lous for the cauſe of God, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon, be faithful to our Maſter and his houſehold ; 
and by all proper means endeavour to advance his 


' Intereſt in the world: And for this end, Jet us be care- 


ful who we introduce into the miniſtry. By introduc- 
ing bad men, infinite miſchicf has been done to the 


cauſe of truth. Religion has received more fatal 
wounds by this, than by any thing elle. 
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within the walls, can do more to.capture the city, than 
a thouſand open enemies without, Let us then beware, 
and hearken to an inſpired apoſtle, ++ Lay bands ſud- 


denly on no man”=-+ be not partaker of other men's 


fins.” If we knowingly or careleſsly receive unqualifi- 
ed or wicked men into the work of the goſpel miniſtry, 
we become partakers of their guilt. Let us then be 
particular in the examination of candidates for the ſa- 
cred office, and commit the word of reconciliation to 
none, but ſuch as we have reaſon to think will prove 
wiſe and faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others. 
— And, withal, let us add fervent addreſſes to the God 
of all grace, and wreſtle, till we obtain the bleſſing: 


yea, with the holy prophet, for Zion's ſake, let us not 


hold our peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake, let us not 
reſt, till the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, 
and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And 
though we may meet with great oppoſition, from falſe 
brethren, or from a gainſaying world; yet let none of 


> - thoſe things move us to depart from our duty, neither 


let us count our lives dear to ourſelves, that we may 
finiſh our courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which we 
have received of the Lord Jeſus. | 


Next I would addreſs myſelf to the Candidate. 


8 My Brother, _ | : 

You are entering the houſehold of Chriſt in perilous 
times, when great looſeneſs of principles and practice 
prevails ; yea, when the foundation of all religion and 
morality ſeem to be tottering (as it were) on the brink 
of ruin, by the open and violent aſſaults of its enemies. 
You muſt put on all your armour ; yea, you muſt put 


on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to 
2 ſtand in theſe gvil days. As you have, in a former 
ſeulement, been valiant for the truth, and received the 


approbation of Chriſt's houſehold, we have great 
hopes, that in this. you will prove a faithful ſoldier of 
Jeſus Chriſt, This will be a great comfort to us, and 
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duties; you can bear all trials incumbent upon you, 


either as a man or miniſter, Your eye; your heart, 
muſt-daily and hourly riſe in holy aſpirations for theſe 


needful and bleſſed reſources. . 


Remember, my dear Brother, if any of theſe pre- 


_ cious ſouls ſhould be loſt through your negleR, their 


blood will God require at your hand, according to the 
tenor of the charge given the prophet Ezekiel. Blood 


muſt go for blood, life for life, ſoul for ſoul, in caſe of 


unfaithfulneſs. How alarming the thought ! Oh then 
gird up the foins of your mind; and in the ſtrength of 
the Lord of Hoſts, determine to be a faithful watchman, 


colt what it will==eafe, outward comfort, intereſt, or 


whatever. . Entangle not yourſelf too much with the 
concerns of this world. Let the dead bury thcir dead. 
— But go thou and preach the Kingdom ef God to 
this people. Entertain them with ſound and folid di- 
vinity. Empty harangues, or ſermons without ideas, 
will do little good. Dwell upon the great fundamen- 
tal dofirines of chriſtianity. Preach not up a ſyſtem 
of licentiouſneſs, but conſtantly maintain the inviolable 
connection between faith and good works. In your 
applications, diſtinguiſh between the precious and the 
vile, the ſaint and the ſinner ; as a faithful ſteward, give 
to every one that portion which belongs to his charac- 
44 ter. 


a 


ter, Let not the frowns or flatteries of the world move 


you to depart in the leaſt from the ſimplicity that is in 
Chriſt. Remember, that you are a dying man; that 


you are preaching to dying men and women; that it 
may be the laſt time; the Judge is before the door: 


Determine, then, to know nothing among this people, 


lave Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified ; let him be the 
Alpha and Omega of your preaching—the grand cen- 
tre in which all the lines of your ſermons meet; let 
him be your copy to write afier, your example to fo]- 
low. 5e much as poſſible, keep a-conſcience void of 
offence toward God and man, that the miniſtry be not 


blamed; in all things proving yourſelf a true miniſter 


of God, by pureneſs, by knowledge. by long ſuffering, 
by kindneſs, by love unfeigned, by the Holy Ghoſt, by 


the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour 


of righteouſneſs on the right hand and left—Be thus 
wiſe and faithfuly in this houſehold of Chriſt, and the 
conſequence will be happy—it may be eternally happy 


for them : By your means, they may be brought into 
a ſaving acquaintance with divine things, and be mon- 


uments of ſovereign mercy forever. What greater 


joy can you have, than to ſee your people walking in 


the truth, and likely to be your crown of eternal rejoic- 
ing? Or if you ſhould not meet with the defired ſuc- 
cels, yet if you are a faithful ſteward, God will be glori- 
fied. You will be unto God a ſweet ſavor of Chriſt, as 


well in thoſe who periſh, as thoſe who are ſaved. You 


will deliver yourſelf from the blood of ſouls, have the 
approbation of your own conſcience, and finally receive 
the bleſſed welcome of your Maſter at his coming, 
6: Well done, good and faithful ſervants, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.“ | 

I ſhall now addreſs the Church and Congregation. 


: Brethren, = ” | | 

You have been a ſong time as ſheep upon the moun- 
tains ; yea, as ſcattered and wandering ſheep without a 
ſhepherd ; and now the Great and Good Shepherd is 
about to gather you in his arms, and carry you in his 
5 | boſem. 
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26 | 5 
boſom. After great and fore contention, he has pour- 


ed the wine and oil of love and harmony into your 


this, he has ſent you a man whoſe amiable qualifications 
prefage ufefulneſs among you, and we hope in this vi- 
einity; he has inclined you as a people to fix your 


choice upon him for a paſtor—and al{@gdifpofed him to 
accept of your election. 


The Ecclefiaſtical Council 
is now convened, to ratify your mutual agreement, and 
by the folemn charge and prayer, make him a ruling 


ſteward. in this particular houſehold of Chriſt—we hope 


for the preſent and everlaſting good of its members. 
You have great reaſon to be thankful to the Great 
Head of the eburch, that he is making ſuch proviſion 
for your ſpiritual inſtruttion. Receive him as an aſ- 
cenſion gift of the bleſſed Feſus ; eſteem him highly in 


love for his work's fake ; cheriſh that kind affettion you 


have for him at preſent—let it not all evaporate in froth, 
or chill into the coldnefs of a ſtone, as is too often the 


eaſe ; but on the other hand, by your kind and friendly | AN 


conduct, give daily ſpecimens of the reality of your at- 
tachment. This will encourage his heart, and ſtrength- 
en his hands, in the diſcharge of the weighty duties of 

is office. Grieve him not by your mutual feuds and 
contentions. Caſt no re flections upon other denomina- 
tions with whom you may be connected in neighbour- 
hood. Remember you are brethren belonging to one 


Lord, in the fame chriſtian family; therefore always 


' cultivate thoſe things which make for peace, and things 


whereby one may edify another. Grieve not your 


miniſter by your ungodly lives, or by entertaining un- 


reaſonable prejudices againſt his doctrine or conduct. 
If ſuſpicions ariſe, go to him and tell him of the ground 
of your uneafineſs; ſeek ſatisfaction in a prudent 
ſcripturak method. Grieve him not, by refuſing to 


miniſter to his neceſſities ; it is ordained by Chriſt, that, 


thoſe who preach his goſpel. ſhould live by this ſervice. 
Is it not moſt reafonable, if he ſpends his time to pre- 
pare and giveevery one of you a ſpiritual portion in 
due ſeaſon, that you ſhould give him a temporal por- 
| . 5 | tion 
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. 

1 


bleeding hearts ; be has made you one: In addition to 


Aon in due ſeaſon, and not keep him out of it by un- 
= reaſonable delays, as is too often the caſe? Grieve him 
not, by neglecting his public adminiſtrations; a dull 
people will make à dull miniſter; therefore auend 


27 


with. unremitted diligence on a preached goſpel, with 


7 due preparation and fervent prayer for a bleſſing. 
** Without. this, all means will avail nothing. | Paul may 


plant, and Apollos water; but God muſt; give the in- 


| creaſe : Therefore ince{lantly, and with unwearied im- 
portunity, ply the throne of grace; hang on the all-ſuf- 


ficiency of Chriſt, to water your miniſter and his min- 


> iſtrations with the ſhowers of his divine influences, that 


you may become like a watered: garden, wherein the 


plants of righteouſneſs, ſhall flouriſh and Tipen. for 
Heaven. How happy, thrice-happy, will it he, if you 
thus obtain the bleſſing !—But- on ihe other hand, if 
vou grow careleſs and negligent, deſpiſe yaur birth- 
right, reject an offered Saviour, ſet at naught the coun- 


ſels and warnings of your miniſter, and reſolve to go 5 


on in your fins, and periſh ;, how awfully aggravated 
will be your final doom ! Chriſt himſelf will upbraid 

you with your folly, I have called, and ye refuſed: 
T have ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded: 
Therefore I will laugh at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your de- 


ſtruction as a whirlwind; and this your miniſter, prov- 
ing faithful, will be a ſwift witneſs. againſt you in the 
day of the Lord. But we hope better things of you, 
and things which accompany falvation ; though we 
thus ſpeak, that you will, by the grace of God, ſo hear, 


believe, and obey, the goſpel preached by him, chat 


you may be living ſeals of his miniſtry, this joy, and 
cron of rejoicing, in the preſence of the Lord. 
: A word to this promiſcuous affembly, and 1 have 


If it be our duty, who are ſtewards of the manifold 
grace of God, to give to every one in the houſehold, 


| that portion of goſpel truth which belongs to them, in 


due 


e 


8 


doe ſeaſon; then it is the duty of all the members cor. 
- dially to receive and improve it—And are you not 
members of Chriſt's family, and under obligation to 


obſerve his laws ; to receive, with a ſacred reliſh, the 


| bread of life, and the waters of the ſanftuary—or in : 


other words, the doctrines of the gofpel, ſerved up by 
his official ſervants? And is it not highly criminal to 


_ refuſe ? Or if you are not profeſſors of religion, are 


you not men? And have you not fouls of more value 
than the gold of Peru, or the riches of the Indies; yea, 


of more worth than millions of worlds? And are not 
- theſe ſouls, by nature and practice, in a guilty, periſh- 


ing condition? Muſt they not exift forever, in a fu. 
ture ſtate ? Muſt they not be happy or miſerable to all 


eternity, according to their moral ſtate when they leave 
the body — if holy, happy if guilty, unhappy forever? 


And has not the bleſſed Jeſus come into the world, 


and died I the croſs, ro ſave fouls from fin ind 


death? And has he not been ſending his miniſters in 
all ages, 8 offer this glorious ſalvation freely, without 
money or price? * Whoſoever will, let him come.” 
And when ſome of his minifters have been removed, 
by age and death, is he not riſing up early, and lending 8 
others to take their places, to carry the fame meſſages WR 
of peace and love to ſinners ? Do we not this day, on 


dis l. -appy occaſion, behold a ſtriking inſtance of the 


unchangeable love of Chriſt io hischurch—of his con- 
tino ed Jove to poor ſinners, that he is ſtill willing to 


treat with them? And is it not ne "duty to receive 
this bleſſed goſpel— to give it 


cordial welcome in 
your hearts ?—Yea, it is not only your duty, but hap- 
pineſs. Incline your ear, and come to Chriſt ;* hear, 


and your fouls ſhall live; and he will make an everlaſt- 
ing covenant with you, even the ſary merfiet of 


Da id. — Therefore, 5 


- « Seize the kind promiſe whit it waits, 
And march to Zion's heavenly gates; 
| Believe, and take the promis'd reſt; 


Obey, and be forever blefl. 
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164 IxaSsMUch as it has pleaſed the Great Head of the 
yy cChuf ch to call you to labour in his vineyard ; and you 
/ having been heretofore ſet apart to the work of the min- 
= iſtry, by prayer and laying on of hands; we do now, 
in the preſence of God, and before theſe witnelles, 
commit unto ygur care the flock of God in this place. 
= And as you are appointed io watch for ſopls as onę 
FS that mult give an account, we charge you before God, 


2 1 and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who ſhall judge the quick 
N and the dead at his appearing and kingdom, preach thg 
3 word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, reprove, | 


rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and dodrine. 


. X Take heed to the tenor. of your doctrines, that the 
d geoſpel be not perverted or obſcured, but clearly held 
in vp io view, and ſolemnly urged home upon every con- 
ut ience in its ſimpficjty and plainneſs, and with due 


„force and energy, in the courſe of your preaching. Be 


J not as many who corrupt the, word of God, that they 
„may accommodate their docttines to that perverſe reliſh 
'S for wicked things, which ever governs in the hearts of 


we impenitent ; and whilſt they thus ſeek to pleaſe. 


1 men, they wholly ſurrender all claim to the character 
_— of their being the ſervants of Chriſt, 

* Tn oppoſition to ſuch g temporizing condut as this, 
_ let it ever be your care, by manifeſtation of the truth, 
_ commend yourſelf ta every man's conſcience in the 


ſight of God. Let the word of Chrilt dwell in you 
ricaly ; and lay open to the view of thoſe who ſhall 
hear you, that fountain of depravity which poſſeſſes the 
human heart, and renders, the carnal mind enmity 
againſt God; and that, upon this account, the goſpel 
finds every creature in a ftate of total and delerved 
ruin; to the end they may ſee their abſolute and per- |. 
iſhing need of that ſovereign mercy and grace, which 1 
the goſpel proclaims in every ear. 8 
__ Without ſuch a conviRtion, it will be to no purpoſe 
to proclaim the glad tidings of ſalvation, The word | 
„„ 
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vill return void, or rather will prove a favour of death 


unto death, becauſe they will ever make light of theſe 


| things ; ; for they that are whole, need not the phyſician, 


but- they that are ſick. 
Let the unſearchable riches of Chriſt be unfolded to 


view that ſuch as do labour, and are heavy laden, may 
repair to the fountain Which i is laid open for the houſe 
of David, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, to wath i in 


from fin and from uncleanneſs. 


Let your preaching be conſtrutted and calculated to 
awaken the ſecure, to comfort the feeble minded, to 
quicken the ſouls of God's children in the race ſet be- 


fore them, and to give to every one a portion in due 


ſeaſon. Say unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him; 
that the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and obey not the 


goſpel of his Son, and that theſe ſhall go away into ever- 


laſting puniſhment ; ; but the righteous into life eternal. 
We alſo give you in charge, to adminiſter the ſeals 


i of the new covenant, baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, to 


proper ſubjetts, ſacredly making a diſtinktion between 


the clean and the unclean. 


Let the laws of Chriſt's Kingdom be faithfully exe. 
cuied in his houſe ; for he abhors the inſult and hypoc- 
Ticy of thoſe who call him Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which he has faid. * Unger a conviction of 
this, ſee to it that thoſe who are incorporated into one 
body by the covenant of God, exhort one another daily, 


teſt any be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin ; 


looking diligently, leſt any one fail of the grace of 
God, left there be a root of bitterneſs ſpringing up to 


trouble you, whereby many be defiled. 


Take heed to thyſelf as well as to thy doktrine, that 
thou be a good example unto believers, in word, in 


converſation, i in charity, in ſpirit, i in faith and purity. 


Meditate 6n theſe things, and give thyſelf wholly to 
them, and continue in them, that thy profiting may ap- 
pear unto all ; and that when the Chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, you may receive a crown of glory that 81 
not away. 


2 —— 


| | | RE 
RIGHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP, 
By THE REv. ASA MWFARLAND, or Conconn. 


Dear Brother, 


pu 


jd Id that ſyſtem of e which we profeſs to receive, 
Charity, or brotherly affection, is a diſtinguiſhing virtue. 
And nothing bas a more happy tendency than the uni- 
form exerciſe of this, to put to filence the buſy tongue 


of reproach, or recommend the religion of Jeſus to the 
regard of thoſe, who are yet undetermined whether 
they will make it the foundation of their hope, and the 
theme of their joy. Charity is the cement, which unites 


| the whole family of the faithful in Heaven, and on the 
= earth, and makes them one. It conneQs the children 


of light with angels, and with God the ſum of all. Since, 
then, it is ſo high in rank among the bright afſemblage 
of virtues which form the chriſtian character, it is not 
wonderful that a ſtgnificant token of this affection 
ſhould conſtitute a part of the ſolemnities, on occaſions 
like the preſent. It is highly proper, and becoming, 
in itſelf; and it is ſanctioned by apoſtolic uſage. 
Profeſſing, as we do, to feel that love to the brethren, 
and eſpecially to thoſe who devote themſelves to the 
ſervice of our common Nlaſter, of which his religion is 


we balls, I Rand up, in the name of this Eccleſiaſtical 


Council, to addreſs you on this important and eventful 
occaſion, to offer unto you the pledge of our warmeſt 


affection, and fraternal ſalutation. 


In token of this affection, accept, my brother, this 
right hand Accept it not as the mere unmeaning for- 
mality of profeſſional duty; but as the legitimate ex- 
preſſion of liberal affection. We have confidence in 
you, that you are aftuated by the principle and ſpirit 
of that benevolence, which the religion of Jeſus incul- 
cates, and which was ſo clearly exemplified in his life 
and death. This will influence you feelingly to re- 
alize, and ſuitably to eſtimate every expreſſion of the 
like temp-r in us, your brethren and companians in 
the kingdom and patience of Jeſus. * 5 

In 


<Q 


32 
* Th giving you this token of our brotherly affeQion, 


we bid you God-ſpeed in regard to this great and &r- 
duous work, in which you are engaged: And welcome 
you to this part of the vineyard of our common Lord 
and Maſter—we welcome you to our own boſoms, 
promiſing to communicate, as we expett to receive, the 
friendly offices of chriſtian communion and fellowſhip. 

Knowing, as we do, in ſome meaſure, the arduous 


nature of this great and good work; and the peculiar 


trials, which belong to the chriſtian life and miniftry ; 
we promile to participate with you, in its forrows as 
well as in its joys, in its trials as well as rewards. But 
this fame love, which now inſtuences' us to welcome 
you to our embraces, will lead us faithfully to diſcoun- 


tenance any violation of the purity of your office, 
Thould you be fo unhappy as to betray, in any reſpe&, 
the intereſt of our Maſter's kingdom. 1 115 


If, in conſequence of a faithful diſcharge of your du- 
ty, you ſhould meet with oppoſition from the world, and 
thus experience new trials and difficulties, we promiſe 


to ſupport you, and take a friendly part in your bur- 


dens. | 

O my brother, he is a good Maſter whom we 
profeſs to ſerve-—he is worthy of our cordial regard—he 
is worthy to command our moſt arduous exertions. Tf 
we are faithful to him, he is faithful who has promiſed 
that he will be with us alway : And let us remember, 
that* the ſervant is not greater than his Lord.” —If 


they have perſecuted him, it is not wonderful that we 


ſhould ſhare a part in trials and oppoſition. Let us 
learn of him who“ was meek and lowly in heart.” 

May we not anticipate the benign effeQs of your 
faithful miniſtry in this place, the gathering of ſouls into 
the kingdom of the blefled Emanuel? For this defira- 
ble object, we promiſe to mingle our prayers with yours. 

May your labours be crowned with the richeſt blefl- 
ing. May you be faithful. May you be ſucceſsful. 
May you have all the pleaſure and ſatisfaction, which 
relults from ſeeing the people of your charge receive 


the truth into good and honeſt hearts, and Carry it out 


into 


= 35 
into an habitual praQice in their lives. — May you be 
faithful unto death, and finally receive a crown of life. 


Brethren of this Church and People, ö 
Vou ſee how good and how pleaſant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in unity. We cordially con- 
gratulate you on this joyful occaſion. We rejoice 
with you in the view of chat ſucceſs which has attended 
your exertions to re-ſettle a goſpel miniſter among you. 

— You cannot too highly eſtimate the bleſſing of a 
faithful miniſter of Jeſus. —In relation to this your 
paſtor, we promiſe you our regards, and our prayers for 
the peace and ſpiritual proſperity of this part of myſti- 
cal Jeruſalem. * Peace be within thy walls, and proſ- 
perity within thy palaces. May your connection be 
crowned with the divine bleſſing. May you long unit- 
edly walk together, and at laſt meet together in realms 
above, in the likeneſs of the Redeemer, and to a par- 
ticipation of his glory.—Finally, brethren, be of one 

mind—and may the God of peace dwell among you. 


AS. 25 wad al 
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B ETHAN SMI H, A. B. 3 \ 


IT BEING THE FIRST SABBATH AFTER HIS IN STATLLATTON 
* IN SAID PLACE, : 

ky . 0 
& Publisbed by Desire. 


; Acrs X. 335 | . 
Immediately, therefore, Ment to thee ; and tbou bast well done, 
| that thou art come. Now, therefore, are we all bere present before 
God, to bear all things that are commanded thee of God, | 
| Aeris the aſcenſion of our ble ſſed Lord, and 

the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, 
the apoſtles were ſent out, in various directions, to 


preach the gofpel. And, as the privileges of the Old 


Teſtament had been confined to the nation of the Jews, 
the apoſtles, at firft, confined their miniſtrations to 
them. But God, who had made of one hlood all the 
nations of the earth, ſoon began to teach, that the wall 
of partition between Jews and Gentiles was now brok- 


en down : That the covenant of his grace ſhould, be 


confined to one nation no more. Bleſſed truth! with- 
out which we ſhould now have been in Paganiſm and 
ruin, But the people, who ſat in darkneſs, were now 
to ſee a Great Light. Upon thoſe,, who were in the 
region and ſhadow of death, the Sun of  rightequineſs 
wass to ariſe with healing in his Wings. This idea God 
taught to Peter; in dur context, by the hieroglyphic of 

e | the 
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the veſſel let down from Heaven, containing a promiſ. 
cuous crowd of all kinds of beaſts; even thoſe, the uſe 
of which, their law bad prohibited—now-'propoſed in 
common for ufe. The Holy Spirit taught Peter how 
to apply this figure in an incident, which ſoon occurred. 
For Cornelius, a pious and devout Roman captain, 
who had his ſtation then at Ceſarea, was directed h; 

an angel, to ſeng for Peter, in order to hear the goſpel. 
Peter was divinely inſtructed to comply with his requeſt, 
Cornelius bad called together his kinſmen and friends 
to participate with him in the bleſſed inſtructions. Pe- 
ter arrived at the houſe of Cornelius; he informed the 
Centurion how God had directed him to repair thith- 
er ; and how he had come without gainſaying, He 
then inquires for his motiyes in ſepding for him. In 
reply to which, the devout Roman rehearſes the viſion, 
. which God had vouchſaſed to him; and how he was 
directed to fend for Peter. He then adds, in the words 
of our text, © Immediately, therefore, I ſent for thee,” &c. 
In our text we find an inſtrutive and noble exam- 
ple for goſpel hearers. We'may here learn what atten- 
tion we ought to pay to the goſpel; and how we ought 
to hear it. To illuſtrate this idea is the object of the 
preſent diſcourſe. In order to which, let a number of 
things be obſerved :—As, „ 5 


I. We ought to hear the preaching of the goſpel 

with readineſs and avidity. Thus did the devout Cen. 
türion. Immediately, therefore, I ſent for thee.” 
He did not delay a matter of this nature and impor- 
tance ; nor thick ace time would do as well. No! 
Nothing ſhould prevent his hearing of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
his ambaſſador, as ſoon as poſſible, He was eager to 


hear the inſtruQtions of life. 5 . 
And in this readineſs and avidity we ought ever to 
be diſpoſed to imitate bim. If God has been fo gra- 
cious, and Chriſt ſo kind, as to prepare, at infinite ex- 
pence, a glorious ſalvation for man; and to commiſſion 
and ſend forth ambaſſadors to be the mean of com- 
municating this immortal good; with what care and 
Bp. _ 9 95 diligence 
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diligence ought we to receive them and their miniſtra- 
tions? If Chriſt's language to his miniſters be, He 
hat receiveth you, receiveth me, and he that receiveih' 
me, receiveth him who ſent me: But he that deſpiſeth 
. you, deſpiſech me, and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 
him who ſent me;“ with what alacrity and attention 
does it become us to receive them ? Shall the laws of 
nations entitle the ambaſſadors of an earthly empire to 
a ſpeedy attention and audience at a foreign court? 
And does not reaſon teach, much more, 'that it 1s our 
indiſpenſible duty to afford an immediate and moſt at- 
tentive audience to the ambaſſadors of the Great King 
of kings, and the eternal Sovereign of the univerſe? 
Does the relation of parents confer on their children 
an indubitable obligation ſpeedily. to, lend an ear to 
their communications? And muſt-not the relation ſuſ- 
tained by the etęrnal Parent and Creator to his rational 
family, confer on them, a. much more indiſpenſible ob- 
ligation faichfully to improve the , and enery oppor- 
tunity to receive his gracious. communications? Yes 
verily] For in this, our duty and our moſt weighty in- 
tcreſt are united. Chriſt's ambaſſadors pray us, in Gods 
name, am in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God. 
And the all. intęreſting motiye is, Hear, and your 
ſoul ſhall live.“ Turn ye, turn ye; for why will ye 
die?” And a great variety of conſiderations, to height- 
en the importance of this hearing, might here come 1n- 
to view; ſuch as, the worth of the ſoul ; its capacity 
and abilities; our Joſt | eſtate; our critical ſitua- 
tion; the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of time; our 
having ppportuniy to improve it hut once; the 
eternity of future $/;/s or woe: depending on this im- 
provement; and the preſent being the accepted time and 
day of falvatiqn. Can the leaſt ſhadow of propriety, 4 
under theſe circumſtances, admit this hearing to be Wo 
diſpenſed with, or delayed? No! It is the beight of | 1» 
folly ! It is madneſs We ought, like the noble Be- _— 
reans, to receive the word with ail readineſs; and ta = 
ſeel like the renowned king of old, © How amiable; are ll 
ipy tabernacles, O Lord of Rlolls!, My ſqul- longetb, 
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yea even fainteth for-the: courts of the Lord.“ And 
our ſeat there ought never to be empty ſor any trivial 
occaſion. We ought ever to make: conſcience of this, 
and ſeel it to be a weighiy and ſacred point, to be at the 
Ae Jeſus, when, ve have opportunity to hear | his 
be 151.6) Ji 274 Fes 3 | 

II. We ought to hear the preached goſpel with a 
benevolent and pious concern for the ſouls of our fam- 
ilies, neighbours, andifellow-men. Cornelius had: call- 
ed together, to his houſe, his kinſmen and friends. 
And when Peter went in, he found many, who had 
come to hear. His care for his neighbours around, 


furely implies hls: care for his own domeſt ics, that they 
vere made to attend, and to be in a poſture for hearing. 


And this attention of the devout Roman officer to 
others, appears but rational and benevolent. For if it 
was important for him to hear, it was equally ſo for 
them. If it be important for us, it is no leſs fo for our 


domeſtics, and fellow-men. And benevolence excites 


concern; for the latter, as well as for ourſelves. But 
benevolent concern for others, will lead us to improve 
the means within our power for their ſafety. And we 
all poſſeſs theſe means to a greater or leſs degree. We 


all poſſeſs our degrees of influence upon others, Heads 


of families have a controuling influence over their 


houſes. They may and ouglit to ſee to it, therefore, that 


their children, domeſtics and dependants, pay, at leaſt, 
a faithful external attention to a preached goſpel. And 
they are wholly inexcufable, if this be 'negletted. And 
we oughi to improve all the influence we poſſeſs with 
our friends and neighbours; to induce them faiihfully 


io improve a preached" goſpel. © People ufe their in- 


fluence to-excite each other to other purpoſes : Why 
not to this ?: Neighbours, by reminding, entreating and 
expoſtulating, may have a vaſt and noble infloence with 
each! other, to excite attention to the goſpel, if they be 
but diſpoſed to improve it. And thevoughtto be thus 
diſpoſed. I was glad when they ſaid nn me, Let us 
go inio the houſe of the Lotd. Our ſeet mall ſtand 


neighbours 


wichin thy gates, O Jeruſalem.“ Here, friends and 


. ˙ > ..- 


Þ» 
ty A A My os in W „ „ 


win, 4% aA a, 


wt a 


deighbours were encouraging each other. © Let us go 


into the houſe of the Lord.“ Such a mutual ſtirring up 
of each other is repeatedly mentioned in the facred 


pages. In that day ſhall they call every one his 
neighbour under the vine, and under the fig tree, i. e. 
to the place of worſhip and de votion. And the ju- 
habitants of one city ſhall go to another, ſaying, Let us 
go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to feek the 
Lord of Hoſts; 1 will go alſo.” The example of Cor- 
nelius; the reaſon of the thing; all the feelings of be- 
nevolence; and numerous paffages of Scripture, unite 
to inculcate this benevolent and pious concern for the 
ſouls of our families, neighbours, and fellow- men, to 
accompany our attention i0 the preached goſpel: 
III. We ought to hear the goſpel with a ſolemn 
ſenſe of the glorious preſence of God. Thus the Cen- 
turion, <* Now, therefore, we are all here preſent be- 


fore God. "He, 'doubtleſs, was ſenſible, that “ The 


eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the 
evil, and the good :”— That © Neither is there any crea- 


ture, that is not manifeſt in his fight ; but all things are 


naked and open to the eyes of Him, with whom we 


have to do.” He, therefore, in behalf of all the audi- 


ence, preſents' himſelf and them in the awful preſence 
of God, to hear his meſſage. He was not about to be 


a drowſy or careleſs hearer ; to give the ſacrifice of 


fools ; nor to have his thoughts, with their eyes, to the 
ends of the earth. No! He was about to hear a com- 
munication from Heaven. The powers of his ſoul were, 
therefore, ſummoned to attend, as in the awful preſence 
of Him who ſent it. ES LES 

And is it neceſſary to add, that all goſpel. hearers 


ought to do the fame ? But is not the want of this ſol- 


emn ſenſe of the divine preſence, .a great ſource of bar- 
renneſs and ſtupidity with multitudes, who ſet under 
the goſpel ? They have no awe of God; no ſenſe of the 
Former preſence of that Being, whoſe, goſpel-they 

ear; and they are regardleſs of him; as ſays Inſpira- 
tion, “ There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
Now permit conſcience honeſtly to ſay, whether this is 
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not the caſe with our natural hearts; that we have lit- 
tle or no ſenſe of the preſence of the glorious Jehovah ; 
and are accordingly unmoved with the meſſages of his 
grace? We know this is our wretched caſe ! We have 
demonſtraave evidence of it in the conduct of finners ; 
and in the drowſineſs, or levity, too often to be noticed 
in congregations. But. does this conduct accord with 
Propriety and truth? How do the glorious worſhippers 


of Heaven feel conterhing the preſence and majefty of | 


God? Are they thus inſenſible? How may we believe 


the devils and guilty ghoſts in hell feel concerning that | 


divine and majeſtie preſence which, as a conſuming 


fire, tormentsthem like a lake of fire and brimſtone ! 


How will finners; at the laſt great day, fee! concerning 
the divine preſence, when the Great White, Throne is 
erefted, and He ſhall take his ſeat upon it, from whoſe 


face the earth andthe heavens ſhall flee away, and their | 


place no more be found? When they ſhall call to the 
mountains and rocks to fall on them, to hide them from 
the face of Him, who ſetteth upon the throne ? Can 
they then make as little of the divine preſence, as they 
now often make under the preaching of the goſpel ? 
How did Saul of Tarſus, when travelling to Damaſcus, 
view the divine preſence, when it {mote him blind, and 
ſtruck him to the ground ? How did St. John, in the 
xv1i1. chap. of Revelation, feel concerning it, when he 
fell, as dead, at the feet of the Glorious Majeſty, whom 
he Beneld ? Several of the prophets hint to us their feel- 


ings, when they obtained ſomething of a view of the | 


preſence of God. One cried out, © Wo is me, for I 
am undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips, and 1 
dwell among a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes 
have ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts,” Iſa. vi. 5. 
Another ſays, * When I heard, my belly trembled : My 
lips quivered at the voice: Rottenneſs entered into my 
bones, and I ttembled in myſelf,” Hab. iii. 16. The holy 
creature-intelligences in Heaven,who excel in wiſdom, 


feel the moſt profound awe andreverence inthe glorious 


preſence of God. They are repreſented as caſting their 


' crowns at his feet ; covering their faces with their wings; 


crying, 
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and expreſſing their moſt 


exalted ſenſe of the glorious preſence of God. And 
are ſtupid men more wiſe than they, in ſo widely differ- 
ing from them in this reſye& ? Or is it owing to their 
being leſs wiſe ? We ſhall hardly ſay the former. It is 
the latter. Vea, it is blind ſtupidity in man that he is 
not awed into an habitual ſolemnity; and holy caution, 
by. a juſt ſenſe of the preſence of God. The eternal 
Maker and Upholder of all worlds is great and glorious, 
Vea, words and creature-conceptions are infinitely in- 


adequate to. bis greatneſs and glory. And He is ever 


perfeRly preſent. Our exiſtence, and that of all ob- 
jects around, are conſtant witnefſes of this. His all- 
pervading eyes are ever fixed on our ſouls with. bright- 
neſs. far exceeding that of the ſun ſhining in his. merid- 
ian ſtrength. A ſenſe of this ought ever to impreſs 


| our ſouls. But in a ſpecial manner does it become us 
to be affected with it, when we attend on his holy ordi- 


nances, or fit to hear his word. When we hear his 
ambaſlador ſpeaking in his name, how does it become 
us to feel a reverential awe of the. preſence of Him, 
whoſe meſſage is delivered ! There, is this difference 


| hetween his, and national ambaſſadors. The latter = 
| pray the abſence of their maſter or .court—but the 
q 


mer in the preſence of their glorious Sovereign. 
He accompanies them, and is ever preſent, io notice 
how bis meſſage is delivered, and how it is received and 
improved; and to mark out the ſouls, who treat it with 
negle&. And a deep and influential ſenſe of this truth 
ought ever to awe our ſouls, when we have opportuni- 

ty to hear the golpel. 0 
IV. We oughtto attend on a preached goſpel with 
an heart prepared and deſirous to hear the whole 
truth, or every divine meſſage; and to receive it as of 
divine authority. Says the pious hearer in the text, 
To hear all things, which are commanded thee of 
od.” He was not, with many ſinners, and many 
ſanctimonious hypocrites, about to pick and chuſe 
among the divine meſſages: Nor, with them to ſay 
which be would hear; or which ſhould be delivered, 
F MF and 


and which ſhould not. This was a part, which did 
not belong to him, and which he diſcovered no deſire 
ro aſſume. His part and his defircs wete to hear all 
that God commanded; and to hear it as from God. 
And this is acting but a rational part. Ambaſſadors, 
who are ſent to a foreign court, have their inſtruttions 


independently of the nation to which they are ſent. To 


theſe inſtruttions they muſt adhere, and the will of their 
maſter obey, whether they be received or rejetted by 
thoſe to whom they are ſent. Should the Prefident of 
the United States ſend a meſſenger to a county in a 
ſtate of infurreQtion, with poſitive orders to deliver fuch 
a meflage ; would the inſurgents have any right to ex- 
peR that this meſſenger would ſuppreſs the difagreea- 
ble part of his'meflage, or alter and fhape it to their 
feelings ? Should they expect this, what would be his 
duty. or his wiſdom ? To comply with their expe@a- 
tion ? 'Or to be faithful to his truſt, at every expence ? 
Every ſoul feels that an anſwer in this cafe, is unnecel- 
fary ; and that he muſt, (independently of. their feet- 
ings) deliver his whole meſſage. As to manner, he 
ought to be benevolent and courteous ; but as to mat- 
ter, undeviating and firm; even though death, from 
thole rebels, were the conſequence. But how much 
more worthy of obedience is the eternal God, than any 
prefident, king, orearthly power? | 51 
This world is in a ſtate of inſurreQion againſt Hea- 
ven. God has made gracious overtures of peace. 
And he has ſtated the conditions of peace, of pardon, 
and ſalvation ; together with the poſitive conſequences 


both of complying with, and of rejecting, thefe terms. 


And he has preſented a great variety . of motives, the 
moſt folemn and intereſting, collected from confidera- 
tions of time, and eſpecially of eternity, to induce rebels 
to a compliance with his gracious overture. Theſe 
things he has preſented to us in the ſacred volume. 
And he has inſtituted the preaching of the goſpel, and 
commiſſioned an order of men, to unfold this volume; 
to illuſtrate its facred dottrines ; and to enforce them 
upon the conſeiences of mankind. The Bible is their 
3 conſtitution, 
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conſtitution, the polar ſtar in preaching. This, the 
ole of this, and nothing but this, they are to declare. 
They are neither to preach, nor expect any new Reve- 
lation; nor to ſuppteſs any point in the one already 
Wen. God's direction is, © Preach the preaching, 
that I bid thee.” Thou ſhalt receive the word from 
my mouth, and give them warning from me.” „Thou 
therefore gird up thy loins, and ariſe and ſpeak unto 
them all that I command thee: Be not diſmayed at 
their faces, Jeſt I confound thee before them.” Ezekiel 
was commanded thus to ſpeak to Iſrael, whether they 
would hear, or whether they would forbear. Paul did 
the ſame, and viewed it eſſential to his innocence of 
the blood of ſouls. I take you to record, this day, 
that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have 
not ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of 
God.” God announced, that if che prophet did not 
ſpeak and give kis warning to the wicked, the wicked 
ſhould die in his fins; but his blood would God require 
at the watchman's hands. But if the watchman were 
faithful in delivering all the divine meſſage, and the 
wicked would not turn, they ſhould die in their fins ; 
but the watchman had delivered his own ſoul. See 
Ezek. xxxill. 1, 9. Chriſt threatens every one, wha 
ſhall break the leaſt of his commands, and teach men 
ſo. Matt. v. 19. The fin here cautioned againſt, it is 
believed, is committed when any one, knowingly, de- 
nies or ſuppreſſes any revealed doctrine. This idea 
appears more clearly expreſſed in Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 
« If any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall 
add unto him the plagues that are wriuen in this book. 
And if any man ſhall take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God ſhall take away his part out 
of the book of life,” If any preſume to alter or muti- 
late the fyſtem of ſacred truth, he preaches another 
goſpel. And Paul repeatedly aſſures us, that though 
he, or an angel from Heaven, ſhauld do this, ke would 
be accurſed. Theſe and many other inſpired paſſages, 
as well as the reaſon of the thing, teach the ſacred im- 
portance of miniſters declaring the truth, all the truth, 
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and nothing but the truth, of Revelation : That they 
have no right to add, dimini/h, ſuppreſs, or colour. If 
they do either, they may ruin fouls ; and ſuch may ex- 
pe to engulph themſelvegand theiradherents in eternal 
Site. © | eee . rtha 
Now, things being thus, and the whole of divine 
truths being the appointed mean of the ſalvation of 
ſouls, a people ought not to expect nor deſire their min- 
iter to conceal or neglett any point taught in 


the word of God. Such words as the following ought 


never to eſcape the lips of an intelligent: © It is true, 


this doctrine is taught in the Bible: But it is deep, myſ- 


terious; people quarrel with it; it does no good to 
hold it up; and miniſters had better let it alone. This 
ſentiment has been often expreſſed. But it would 
take a volume to ſet forth the infidelity, impiety and 
arrogance, which are contained in it. It is charging 
God fooliſhly. It is exalting our wiſdom above his. 
It is undertaking to dictate what ſhall be the means of 
grace. And, in a word, it is inſulting the Majeſty of 
WW 8 | 5 

We ought, being impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of the 
glorious perfections and ſovereignty of God, and of our 
own vileneſs, ignorance, and nothingnels, to be ready 
and willing to hear all that God has ſaid, even though 
it be deep ; though we be reproved ; though it be un- 
Popular, and though it be that, againſt which the natu- 
ral heart riſes and murmurs. If we feel this heart-riſ- 
ing and diſpleaſure in ourſelves, we ought to infer and 
know (for our ſhame and humility) that this is the very 
eſſence of the carnal mind, which is enmity againſt 
God: And we ought to ſupprefs,renounce and loathe it, 
The uniform language of a people to their miniſterought 
to be like that of Eli to Samuel, 1 Sam. iii. 17, What 
is the thing, that the Lord hath ſaid unto thee ? I pray 
thee hide it not from me: God do fo to thee, and more 
alſo, if thou hide any thing from me of all the things 


that he ſaid unto thee,” i. e. of all that is contained in 


the ſacred pages. 
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Permit me, under this head, to be a little more par. 
icular in pointing out kow we ought to hear the preach- 
ing of the goſpel — And, H 
1. We ought to hear with a folemn and dire atten- 
tion to the truth delivered. If our object in hearing 
the goſpel be, to be pleaſed with the manner, oratory or 
ingenuity of the ſpeaker; orto criticiſe, and make in- 
vidious remarks upon his foibles; this is a very un- 
ſuitable hearing of the inſtructions of Heaven. Would 
not ſuch an object betray a criminal levi and inatien- 
tion in the hearing of a meſſage from the firſt magiſtrate 
of the States? And does it not evidence an entire want 
of a proper ſenſe of the weight and importance of fa- 


cred truth ? It did not exhibit a very religious or good 


charatter of Ezekiel's hearers, when it was ſaid to him 
of them, They come unto thee as the people cometh, 
and they fit before thee as my people, and they hear 


thy words; but they will not do them: For with their 


mouth they ſhow much love, but their heart goeth after 
their covetouſneſs. And. lo, thou art unto them as a 


very lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and 


AE well on an inftrument: For they hear thy 
words; but they do them not.” Ezek. xxxiil. 31, 32. 
We ought to hear with a dire& attention to the truth 
delivered. And though a good manner and addrels in 
the ſpeaker be pleaſing, and have their advantages, yet 
the truth iiſelf is infinitely more intereſting and impor- 
tant. 5 I 

2. We ought to hear with a firm belief in the truth de- 
livered. To Iſrael in the wilderneſs was the golpel 
preached, as well as unto us; but the word preached 
did not profit them, not bejng mixed with faith in. them 
who heard it. Heb. iv. 2. This is now the ruin of thou- 


* 


ſands. God announces, and affirms; hut they believe 


not what he ſays. He exhibits a great abundance of 


demonſtrative evidence in favour of the truth of his 


aſſertions, But it is too much trouble for them to in- 
veſtigate this evidence. It is therefore neglected. 


And when they hear of their folly and danger, they 


ſhelter themſelves under an idea, that it is uncertain 


whether 
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whether things be thus, or not. But of this they are 
crim:nally, becauſe voluntarily ignorant. God has en- 
dued us with perceptive powers capable of knowing ; 
and has furniſhed us with abundent evidence, and means 
of knowledge, in divine things. To remain in unbelief, 
therefore, now, concerning them, fully evinces, that 
while light has come into the world, we love darkneſs 
rather than light, becauſe our deeds are evil, 


3. We muſt hear with a cordial approbation of the 
truth heard. The Jews, in the days of the prophets, 
diſapproved of the ſolemn warnings of Heaven ; and the 
dreadfu} judgments announced, were inflicted upon 
them. The Scribes and Phariſees approved not of 
the dofirines of Chriſt ; and they died in their ſins. 
{ſis Chriſt was to the Jews a ſtumbling block, and io 
the Greeks fooliſhneſs, becauſe they deſpiſed his hu- 


wiliating plan of ſalvation; and they periſhed forever. 
When a cordial approbation of divine truth is withhel 


the goſpel proves a ſavour of death unto death. In 
2Theſ.1i.9, and on, we read of the power of ſatan and of 
antichriſt againſt thoſe who periſh, 5 becauſe they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be ſav, 
ed. And for this cauſe God ſhall fend them ſtron 
delufions, that they ſhould believe a lie, that they al 
might be damned, who believed not the truth, but had 
pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.” Here their fatal delu- 
Bons, iſſuing in their damnation, were ſent, becauſe they 
received not the love of the truth (i. e. received not 
the truth in loye) that they might be ſayed. This im- 
plies, that we muſt receive the truth in love, in order 
to be ſaved. And the whole tenor of the Bible, as well 
s every ſentiment of reaſon, teaches the ſame. + © 
foe love I thy law. Thy word is very pure; therefore 


thy ſervant loveth it. It is ſweeter to my taſte than the 


honey, or the honey comb.“ This muſſ be the feeling 
of our ſouls, when we hear the goſpel. Every thing 
ſhort of this, is fatal perverſeneſs. | 

4. We muſt hear with candor, or with an upright and 
impartial deſire to receive light and knowledge. Pre- 


thouſands, 


- Judice is the reverſe of ibis; and it is the fatal bane of 


| 47. 
thouſands. It has probably done more than any one 
thing beſide, toward peopling the dark regions below. 
Its forming : premature judgment, a judgment with= 
out evidence; believing a thing becauſe"we wiſh, or 
are determined to believe it; or diſbelieving a point, 
becauſe it is diſagreeable, and we will reje tt the Evi- 
dence in favour of it, and believe that (for ſome rea- 
ſon) it is not to the purpoſe. This wholly unfus the 
mind for judging, as much as a balance is unfit for uſe 


when the two ends are very unequal, and the degree of 


inequality wholly unknown. In this caſe the juſt 
weight of a commodity cannot be aſcertained. And 
in like manner the . of a prejudiced mind is 
nothing to be relie | 
beſt of preachers, and the moſt evangelical ſermons 
baſely cenſufed by graceleſs perſons through the moſt 
unreaſonable prejudice ! And itis an awful evil attend- 
ing petſons given up to prejudice, that they know it not. 
How often have we heard perſohs, who were moſt evi- 
dently under a great degree of the influence of this ma- 
 Iignanr diſorder, foletonly difclaiming it, and exprefl- 
ing their confidence. that they have no prejudice ! It 
blinds their e) es; and is a fatal obſtacle againſt their re- 
dceiving the inſtructions of life, ©. . 
Nou from this latent evil, (this fatal enemy of the 
ſoul) we muſt be delivercd, in order to be in a ſuitable 
frame to hear the goſpel, We muſt be delivered from 
that ſelf-will, that reliſh for perverſe things, and that 


batred of truth and holineſs, in which prejudice origi- 


nates. We muſt be willing candidly io embrace the 
whole truth; and to learn it from whatever quarter. 
As Paul ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
So muſt our hearts ſay, Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to believe? Any thing which thou doſt pleaſe to com- 
municate. Speak, Lord; for thy ſervantheareth.” I 
would not bave the. impious effrontery to diftate thy 
meſſage; nor to ſay what part of it 1 will receive. 
Alas, that a guilty, ignorant, deſpicable: worm, ſhould 


ever attempt this, before. the infinite Jehovah! This 


leads to notice, 
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5. We myſt hear with a heart lifted up to God in 
prayer. Without God's ſpirit and gracious influence, 


the word will be to us a dead letter. Paul may plant, 


and Apollos water ; but God gives the increaſe. With- 
oui his ſpirit we can do nothing. And chriſtians are 
to derive the influences of the ſpirit of grace, by prayer; 
& Aſk, and ye ſhall receive. If ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more ſhall your Father in Heaven give the Holy Spir- 
it to thoſe who aſk him ?” Being Enüble of this. how 
ought we to bow the knee of our ſouls to God, and to 
implore, his bleſſing to attend his word? The. word 
muſt be heard and received with preparation and pray- 
er, in order to be made effeftual to our ſalvation. And 
the want of this, is the great reaſon why, with ſo many, 
it is a favour of death unto death. They do not look 
to God ; they do not defire the bleſſing. We ought, 
when going to the place of worſhip, when we ſeat our- 
ſelves to hear, and while hearing, to have our hearts 
lifted up to Heaven in the moſt fervent addreſſes, that 
the Holy Spirit would make his word life and ſalvation 
to our ſouls, and to the ſouls of others. Oh, if people 
would learn to do thus, what bleſſed effects might be 
expected? How would converts be multiplied, and the 
te trees of righteouſneſs,” the branches of God's plant- 
ing, ſpring op under the means of grace, “ as willows 

by the water courſes ?” The ſword of the Spirit would 


be ſharp and powerful; and the wespons of our warfare 


would #ppear & mighty through God to the pulling down 
of ſtrong holds.“ Theſe bleſſed words of Paul might 
then be more generally applied.“ For our goſpel came 
not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and in much affurance.”- Were this the | 
caſe, miniſters would preach with life. They; would 
come forth to the people © in the fullnefs of the bleſſing 
of the goſpel.” © And the power of God would be pre- 
{ent to heal fouls. Oh, how much is loſt becauſe peo- 
ple will not thus pray! The means of grace, with mul- 
titudes. are loſt : The word of life becomes a ſavour 
of death; and the bleſſed ſeed of grace lies dry, fruit- 
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leſs, and is devoured, becauſe it is neither covered nor 
watered : Becauſe meditation and the tears of devo- 


tion are withheld. How many, even being the King's 
ſons, (having taſted that the Lord is gracious) « go lean 


from day to day,” through this lamentable defect? They . 


have to adopt the lamentation of the poet, 


« Long have I ſat beneath the ſound 
Of thy ſalvation, Lord ; | 
But yet how low my love is found, 
My knowledge in thy word? 
Oft I frequent thy holy place, / 
And hear almoſt in vain. 
Slighting the riches of thy grace, 
I cold and dull remain.” 


And how many tontentedly remain in the regions of 
ſpiritual death, and under condemination ; becauſez 


while ſalvation is proclaimed, and the Holy Spirit of- 
fered ; they, inſtead of praying for the Spirit, at heart, 
pray to be excuſed. And, under the choiceſt means of 


grace, they are hardening and ripening for eternal 
ruin. | 


6. We muſt hear the ſpel with a preſent and full 


determination, through divine grace, to ſubmit to its 
authority in all things, and to reduce to immediate 
and conſtant practice what we hear. Such a reſolution 
in Cornelius was fully implied in his devout expreſ- 
ſions in the text. The heart muſt be reduced to ſpeedy 


and cheerful obedience ; or we hear to no good effect. 


The call of the goſpel is, that we ſhould believe in, ſub- 
mit to, and obey God. And the two latter are made 
eſſential to the former. For the faith, in which we are 
to hear, is a faith, that works by love, purifies the heart, 
and which we are to ſhew by our works. The great 
and eſſential demand of the goſpel is, that we ſhould 
immediately return, with our whole hearts, to our alle. 


giance to the King of Heaven; and ſubmit to the 


whole circle of duties which we owe to God and man. 
And, to hear the goſpel to any good effect, is readily to 
comply with the purport of this demand. Of thoſe, 
who do thus, we read, Whoſoever heareth theſe ſay. 


ings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him un- 
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to a wife man, who built his houſe upon a rock; and the 
rain deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds 


blew, and beat upon that houfe ; and it fell not, for it 
was founded upon a rock. But of the other clafs we 
read, + But every one, who heareth theſe ſayings of 
mine, and doeth them not, fhall be likened unto a 
fooliſh man, who built his houſe upon the ſand; and 
the rain deſcended, and the floods came, and the winds 


blew, and beat upon that houſe, and it fell; and great 


was the fall of it.“ „' If any man be a hearer of the 
word, and not a doer, he is like a man beholding his 
natural face in a glaſs : For he beholdeth himſelf, and 
goeth his way, and ſtraitway forgetteth what manner of 
man he was. But whoſo looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forget- 
ful hearer, but a doer of the word, this man fha}l be 
ble ſſed in his deed.” If ye know theſe things happy are 
ye if ye do them.” © But that ſervant, who knew his 


Lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, nor did accord- 


ing to his will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes.” 
How many know, who will not do their Lord's will ? 
They wiekedly defer their obedience to ſome future 


time. They mean to obey before they die; for they 


mean to be happy after death. But they muſt defer 
for the preſent. Felix was an inſtance of this folly. 
& Go thy way for this time ; when I have more con- 


venient ſeaſon, T will call for thee.“ This reſolution 


was calculated to deceive him, and probably did de- 
ceive him into eternal ruin. And probably millions 
now in hell were ruined in the ſame manner. The 

Julled their conſciences to fleep, with a deſign to obey 
the goſpel before they died; but were never ready at 
the preſent. And thus they continued through all their 
day of grace ; and died in their fins. We muſt have 


an heart to obey at preſent, in order to hear the goſpel 
aright : And not only in the general duties, bat in all 


the particular ones. Does the word call on us, at any 
time, to take up ſome peculiar croſs ? We muſt cheer- 


fully take it up, at whatever expence, or be it ever ſo 
irkſome. Are right eyes of iniquity, or offence, point- 
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ed out to us? We muſt pluck them out with our own 
hand. Have we right hands, which are offenſive to 


conſcience, or to the children of God ? Our eye muſt 
not ſpare them: We muſt cut them off; or the whole 


body muſt be caſt into hell, where the worm dieth not, 


and the fire is not quenched, ſee Mark ix. 43—48. 
Does the word ſharply reprove us for ſome fins? (as 

the ambaſſadors of Chriſt are commanded to reprove, 
rebuke and exhort with all authority, as well as long-ſuf- 
fering and doQtrine, and « thoſe who fin, to rebuke be- 
fore all, that others alſo may fear,” and «to rebuke 
them ſharply”). We are not (with proud ſinners and 
hypocrites) to be revengeful, nor angry, nor to © hate 
him who rebuketh'in the gates.” But we muſt humbly 
ſubmit to the reproof; reform what is amiſs; and ſay, 
& Faithful are the wounds of a friend.” © Let the right- 


eous ſmite me, and it ſhall be a kindneſs; let him re- 


prove me, it {hall be an excellent oil which ſhall not 
break my head.” h 1 1 


Does the word call on us for peculiar exertions in 


breaking out /rom and oppoſing the faſcinating charms 
of popular vice or impiety? We. ought immediate- 
ly to obey, to be on the Lord's fide, to be bold for 
Chriſt, and never be aſhamed to follow the Lamb even 
through evil report. Do the following injunttions be- 
come peculiarly applicable, Deliver thyſelf, O Zion, 
who dwelleſt with the daughters of Babylon“ Come 
out of her, my people, be not partakers of her fins, 
that ye receive not of her plagues“ Enter not into 
the path of the wicked, and go not in the way with 


evil men“ Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them?“ We 
ought ſpeedily to obey them, and to be, at leaſt, as 


undaunted in the cauſe of Chriſt, as his enemies are in 
the cauſe of darkneſs. 8 
Does the word remind us of relative duties; of the 


importance of keeping the heart; or do we find any 


particular duty or idea urged ? We ought to feel its 
| facred authority, and immediately to ſubmit to the in- 
junction. But it is time to proceed to a more par- 
ucular IMPROVEMENT. 
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before God, to hear all things that are commanded'thee of 


IMPROVEMENT. 


IN this I ſhall attend to ſome ideas, which preſent circumſtances 
may naturally ſuggeſt. For a courſe of years, you, in this place, 
have been deſtitute of the ſtated miniſtry of the goſpel. Diſtreſſ- 


ing obſtacles have ſtood in the way of your enjoyment of this pri- 
vilege. A holy Providence has removed them. You have been 


led to defire and ſeek this important bleſſiug, And God has ſo far 


Tucceeded your endeavours, as that your miniſter is now among you, 
with a commiſſion and charge to perform ſtatedly in this place, all 
the duties incumbent on a ſettled ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, In- 


tereſting event! biß with the moſt weighty: conſequences for eter- 
nity, bqth to you, and to himſelf } God in mercy grant they may 
be happy, and not the most calamitous. Will you permit the. queſ- 
tion, yea will you aſk yourſelves, for what intent you have ſent 


For, and ſettled him ? Is it to hear the word of God, and enjoy the 


bleflings of the goſpel ? Or is it from ambitious or ſiniſter” views? 


When Icfrael of old deſired a king, in order tobe like the other na- 


tions, God anſwered them; but in the gift of a wicked Saul. 


Their views muſt be leſs ambitjous ; they muſt be more humble, 
Before a pious David is given, or a king is given in mercy. But 


if your motives be pious ; if they be ſubſervient to the cauſe of 
Chriſt, and like thoſe of the devout Centurion; with hearts of can- 
dor and devotion you will ſay, © Now, therefore, are we all here 
preſent before God, to hear all things which are commanded thee 
of God.” Happy, indeed, ſhould ſuch a ſpirit pervade this place. 
What do you deſire and expect your miniſter to do? There have 
been, and are, different deſires in the world concerning this point. 
There have been ſome, yea many, who (though perhaps not in ſo 
many words, yet implicitly, and really) have ſaid, „to their ſeer, 


Tee not, and to their prophets, prophely not unto us right things ; 


Tpeak unto us ſmooth things; propheſy deceit ; get you out of the 
way, turn aſide out of the path, cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael to 
ceaſe from before us,“ Iſai, iii. 10, 11. They have ſet up, that 
things agreeable to the natural heart, ſhall be declared by their 
teacher; ard that things diſagreeable, ſhall be ſuppreſſed. Such 
were the men' who perfecuted the prophets, Jeſus Chrilt, and his 


© apoſtles, and martyrs: And they are not without their fucceſſors 
at · this day. Though the latter be mantled in ſome circumſtantial 


* * 


differences, they poſſeſs the ſame ſpirit, and exerciſe the ſame kind 
of oppoſition to divine truth, 85 | 


There have; in all ages, bern others, who were pleaſed with the 


faithful delivery of every divine meſfage ; whoſe language has 


been that of the pious may of old, „What is the thing, that the 


Lord hath faid ? I pray thee hide jt not from me,” 1 Sam. iii. 19. 

And that of the text, © Now, therefbre, we are all here reſent 

od.” 
And this wicked world has never wanted for men to comply 

with the requeſts of the former claſs. There were falſe prophets 
| | g in 


* 
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in Iſrael, who huilt up walls, and daubed them with untempered 


mortar; who contradicted the truth, and c ed peace.” There 
were falſe apoſtles in the firſt ages of chriſtianity. And there are 


ſwarms of them now in the world, under one denomination and 
another. Satan ever carries on his cauſe by ſuch characters. 
Alſo, Chriſt has ever had faithful miniſters, to anſwer the deſires of 
the other, and faithful claſs of men. b | 8 

And we are abundantly notified of the conſequences of the la- 


_ bours of theſe two orders of teachers; that the falſe teachers 


ripened their followers and themſelves for deſtruction : As Chriſt 
taught, If the blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the 
ditch;“ while the miniſters of Ghrift taught the way of ſalvation, - 
and (as Paul expreſſes it) ſaved themſelves, and thoſe 'who hearg - 
them, 1 Tim. iv. 16. 8 0 . 

Now, which do you defire your miniſter to do? To be wholly 
on the one fide ? Or wholly on the other? Or to take a medium 
between them, and attempt to reconcile theſe two kingdoms ? Let 
conſcience and your trueſt intereft anſwer, and it muſt be to this 
effect, Let him not be a falſe prophet, nor a teraporizer—Let him 
not be'a man- pleaſer, nor give flattering titles to men. For in be- 
ing thus, he will be the greateſt curſe to us, inſtead of a bleſſing. 
It can be of no ſervite to us, (but muſt be our death and ruin) to 
be blinded and deceived concerning God and eternal things. Let 
him therefore, preach the goſpel in boldneſs, and faithfulneſs. Let 
him preach all the doFfrines of Chriſt. Let him illuſtrate and en- 
force every truth combined in the facred pages. Let him imitate 
Chriſt. Let him pfeaCh as the apoſtles preached, As to manner, 
let him be diſcreet, benevolent and prudent. But let him, firml 
and independently of men, declare all the counſel of God. This 
is the language of conſcience, and of your nobleſt intereſt, God 
grant it may ever be that of your hearts, and of your practice! 
And that the intereſting relation formed between us, may terminate 
not in our more aggravated condemnation; but in the falvatica 
of eur foull; nu RES. BEES 

But in order to enjoy a probability of this being the caſe, I myſt 
requeſt of you a number of things: and I pray you never to give 
me a denial, 55 | 

1. That you ever encourage your miniſter, by your conſtant and 
punctual attention on public worſhip, If it be his duty to preach, 
it muſt be yours to hear. And, think, how diſcouraging it muſt 


be to him, ſhould you become negligent in this duty ! Remember 
that public worſhip is a duty, which God demands, and from which 
| we have no right to withdraw; and that it is not only our duty, 


but our exalted privilege. '' Remember the avidity of Cornelius, 
and of David, and of the ſaints of old. How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts : My ſoul longeth, yea, even faint- 
eth for the courts of the Lord.” Remember what advantages ac- 
crue to ſociety from a general and faithful attention on public 
worſhip: And how the oppoſite example is baneful to ſociety, 2s 


| well as provoking to God. It is an old obſervation, .that thoſe 


Towns, 
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towns, that are regular and punctual in this reſpoct, are harmonious 
and reſpectable. But thoſe who are not, are generally the re- 
verſe. Do not begin, then, to leave your ſeats in the houſe of 
God empty. Let no trifle, occaſion ſuch a neglect of duty in any 
one. Such a beginning is attended with fatal danger. For there 
is often but a ſmall diſtance between it, and an habitual neglect 
of public worſhip. And ſuch an example is pernicious; yea, 
ſuch a neglect is death to the intereſt of ſociety ; death to the beſt 
Intereſt of your children ; and death to your own fouls. Be ſtim- 
ulated then yourſelves, and ſtimulate each other, to attend and re- 
vere a preached goſpel; to keep God's Sabbath, and to reverence 
his ſanctuary, ; „ | . 

2. That you examine the ſentiments and performances of your 
preacher, not by popular opinion, nor by the clamour of any mul- 
titude ; but by the word of God. This is the only criterion „ to 
the law and to the teſtimony; if they ſpeak not according to this, 


it is becauſe there is no light in them.“ The noble Bereans 
Heard the doctrines which were called hereſy, and which were 


clamoured againſt. And they “ ſearched the Scriptures daily to 
fee if thoſe things were ſo.” Too many do otherwiſe, They try 
their preachers by popular notions, and by what they call reaſon ; 
and not by the word of God. And though what they preach is 
clearly contained in the word of God, yet it is cenſured, as being 
ee gee Such men are themſelves unreaſonable ; and their 
judgment is nothing to be relied on, 8 | | f 
I profeſs to preach the Bible. And by it J profeſs to be willing 
ever to be tried. And that this may be adopted as the ſole crite- 
rion in examining my ſentiments, is my requeſt. Had this rule 
been adopted and adhered to by the Jews and others, neither Jeſus 
Chriſt, his apoſtles, nor martyrs, would have been condemned. This 
is judging not after the outward appearance, but judging righteous 
judgment. e . 98 
3, That you not only permit him to declare, but that you ad- 
vocate his declaring all the doctrines taught in the word of God, 
and his faithful diſcharge of every miniſterial duty. He is but a 
man. He feeds your aid and encouragement, And if, when you 
hear the injudicious aſperſions of his enemies, or of any againſt him, 
you would ſtep forward and ſhew your minds in favour of the 
truth; you would, in this way, ſtrengthen the hands of your min- 
iſter, weaken thoſe of the adverſary, and aid the cauſe of truth. 
But if you ſmile approbation; or the enemy receive no check from 
tag ; you ſtrengthen their hands, and weaken thoſe of your min- 
iſter. | 1 
4. That if you ever feel offended or difficulted with any thing 
that he advances, ſays, or does, you would go directly to him for 
explanation and ſatisfaction; and neither whiſper, nor ſay, any 
thing before others to impair his uſefulneſs. The latter is too 
common a practice. But it is unreaſonable. It does no good. And 
it is deſtructive to miniſterial influence and uſefulneſs. You, who 
are parents, never {peak againſt your miniſter before your 1 a 


— 


85 55 


It fixes a fatal prejudice in their little minds againſt the miniſter, 
and braces them againſt the inſtructions of life. 

5. That you defend his character and influence againſt all un- 
juſt aſperſions or private inſinuations; either by confuting them, 
and reproving the flanderer, or by ſpeedily bringing on a candid 
explanation of the matter. This is an important rule with reſpec 
to all men. But, as the ſalvation of fouls, and the good of ſociety, 
are ſo nearly allied with the influence and good report of Chriſt's 
miniſters, it ought (in a peculiar manner) to be adhered to with re- 
ſpe& to them. The tempter is ever buſy. And one of his main 
points of attack is, to fully the characters and impair the influ- 
ence of Chriſt's miniſters. And this he effects by exciting falſe 
accuſations againſt them. Such accuſations, therefore, ought ever 
to be ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by every benevolent ſoul. 

6. That you never tempt nor delire him to be a party man in 

any of your parochial diſputes, or worldly affairs. But that you 
aid and aſſiſt him in forming and keeping this apoſtolical reſolution, 
to © know nothing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucifi- 
ed.” Your miniſter ought to be of no worldly party; but, in this 
reſpect, to poſſeſs the confidence of alf; and thus to have free ac- 
ceſs to all; that he may communicaty the inſtructions of life. 
1. That you prey for your miniſtep daily, in your cloſets, and in 
your families. This is your duty. This he, needs, And this is 
your own intereſt, Paul ſays, © Brethren, pray för us.“ (And 
for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly, and make known the myſtery of the goſpel.” This 
favour I earneſtly requeſt. It is a duty lamentably neglected. 1 
earneſtly beſeech you in this place, (if you regard the inſtitutions 
of Heaven, and the proſperity of Zion here) that you ever faithful- 
ly perform it. And, 

8. That you ever pray and ſtrive to feel like the Centurion in 
the text. That you moſt aſſiduouſly cultivate, in your hearts, the 
fear of God and true religion. That you hear all the counſel of 
God with avidity and readineſs, That you inſtruct your families, 
and labour to excite others to do the fame, to be punctual in their 
attention at the houſe of God, That you hear God's word under a 
ſolemn ſenſe of the divine preſence z and with a defire to hear the 
whole of it as coming from God. That you hear it with a ſolemn 
and direct attention to the truth delivered; with a firm belief in 

it, and approbation of it. That you hear it with candor ; and 
with an upright deſire to receive the light of truth from whatever 
quarter. That you come to the houſe of God with an heart lifted 
upto God in prayer; that you receive the truth in this devout frame; 
and that you hear with a preſent and full determination, through 
divine grace, to ſubmit to the authority of God's word in all things, 
and to reduce it to immediate and conſtant practice. : 

Thus “ hear, and your fouls ſhall live.“ Thus hear, and the 
goſpel miniſtry will be unto you © a ſavour of life unto life.“ Thus 
hear, and the important relation recently formed between us, we 
may hope, will iſſue in your immortal glory. 
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